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In a first, Indian-born cheetah
Mukhi gives birth to five cubs
S R

Mehul Malpani
BHOPAL

In a first since the Cheetah
Reintroduction Project in
the country, an Indian-
born cheetah has given
birth to five cubs at the Ku-
no National Park in Mad-
hya Pradesh.

Announcing the deve-
lopment on social media,
Chief Minister Mohan Ya-
dav on Thursday said,
“This is an unprecedented
breakthrough for India’s
cheetah reintroduction in-
itiative. Mukhi, the first In-
dian-born female cheetah
at 33 months of age, has
now become the first In-
dia-born cheetah to repro-
duce, making it alandmark
achievement for Project
Cheetah.”

The new litter has taken
the country’s cheetah pop-
ulation to 32, including 21
Indian-born ones now. Of
the 32, 29 are at Kuno,
while three have been relo-
cated to the Gandhi Sagar
Wildlife Sanctuary.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj

21 Indian-born cats. PTI

Union Environment Mi-
nister Bhupender Yadav
described it as a “delightful
breakthrough” for the
cheetah reintroduction in-
itiative.

“This reinforces opti-
mism about establishing a
self-sustaining and geneti-
cally diverse cheetah pop-
ulation in India, further ad-
vancing the nation’s
conservation goals,” the
Union Minister said on X.

Uttam Kumar Sharma,
Field Director, Kuno Na-
tional Park, said the cubs
seemed healthy and were

with the mother in the
wild. Mukhi was born on
March 29, 2023, to Nami-
bian cheetah Jwala, but
soon after birth, the cub
was abandoned by the
mother.

“When reunification
with her mother, Jwala,
was attempted, she was
not accepted. From that
moment on, she was raised
by the Kuno National Park
management team with ut-
most care, always ensuring
that she did not develop
human imprinting,” Mr.
Sharma said.
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In a first, Indian-born cheetah Mukhi gives birth to five cubs

gl IR, YRd | o a1 g A ura wrae! w1 5+

In a first, Indian-born cheetah Mukhi gives birth to five cubs

Ugal SR, YR | STt i gt 3 uta wnden! @t o foam

In a first since the Cheetah Reintroduction Project in the country, an Indian-born
cheetah has given birth to five cubs at the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh.
A% # AT GO ufREie1 & s1g Ueel] aR, YRd H S ! Teb didl 3 7euey &
Tt Tt ST # o was! B o a3

Announcing the development on social media, Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on
Thursday said, “This is an unprecedented breakthrough for India’s cheetah
reintroduction initiative. Mukhi, the first Indian-born female cheetah at 33 months of
age, has now become the first India-bom cheetah to reproduce, making it a landmark
achievement for Project Cheetah.”

TR HSTT R 7 [AH™ $1 G0 dd gC JeaHa] Hig 91ed o T¥aR &I Hal, ‘T8
YR &1 il GRAUA Ugd & foT 31dqd Iudisy g | T, S 33 Hel- &I 31 § ugat
YRA-SFT ATGT T &, 3 Tgalt YRA-H Iidl &9 715 ¢ fore ol 1o &, Torast
Wioide T & forg a8 T UfaeiRie Sualsi g 1”

The new litter has taken the country’s cheetah population to 32, including 21 Indian-

born ones now.

U a3 W 3 H Al 3 ot T 32 81 S 7, T V21 WRASHH T

Of the 32, 29 are at Kuno, while three have been relocated to the Gandhi Sagar

Wildlife Sanctuary.

%szﬁ’@rzg T §, Safh dH &l M AR a=ueiia SIHARUG § RHidRd faar
|

Union Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav described it as a “delightful
breakthrough” for the cheetah reintroduction initiative.

&R TaTaRT B3 YU Ared A 39 didl TRI0F U8d & e 0 RE hadr Sar|
“This reinforces optimism about establishing a self-sustaining and genetically
diverse cheetah population in India, further advancing the nation’s conservation
goals,” the Union Minister said on X.

g YRd B W-R#1e; 3R mgaf¥e wu A fafay Far smard) afda w7 &t s
I ASIgd PRl 5, o Y & A& AL B SR SR TG SIL,” Hord T 3 Tad
WX Pl
Uttam Kumar Sharma, Field Director, Kuno National Park, said the cubs seemed
healthy and were with the mother in the wild.
gﬂ@um$mmwwwﬁw%wwmﬁ@%

SITe & SO Al & 1Y §

Mukhi was bom on March 29, 2023, to Namibian cheetah Jwala, but soon after birth,
the cub was abandoned by the mother.

T BT o 29 UTH 2023 FT ATHIATS Tial saTaT I g3 4T, Wfdh o & qRd a1 Af
A 39 B faar
“When reunification with her mother, Jwala, was attempted, she was not accepted.

TS IHD! AT SATAT & TR GATHCH BT T a1 T, f 39 WHR g1 (bt Tl
From that moment on, she was raised by the Kuno National Park management team
with utmost care, always ensuring that she did not develop human imprinting,” Mr.
Sharma said.

I &1 ¥, Il AT STH Yaied ¢ A 39 Sfies ST & WY UTell, I8 gAea
HRd gU fob I AFAa B9 (ggH- sf8ife) 7 fawmia g1, ot =mi 3 %1l
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Y. B. Sarangi
GREATER NOIDA

The country’s women box-
ers, including World cham-
pions Minakshi Hooda and
Jaismine Lamboria and
former World champion
Nikhat Zareen, led the way
in an unprecedented gold
feast as India finished its
World Boxing Cup Finals
campaign on a high at the
Shaheed Vijay Singh Pathik
Indoor Stadium here on
Thursday.

The Indians won medals
in all 20 categories, includ-
ing nine gold, six silver and
five bronze. Seven women
and two men from the host
cornered golden glory.

Commanding show
Minakshi ~ (48kg) gave
another commanding per-
formance to tame three-
time Asian under-22 cham-
pion Farzona Fozilova 5-0
and set the tone.

Relying on her beautiful
ring coverage, she consis-
tently landed combina-
tions to win convincingly.

In a duel between two
counter-punchers, Nikhat
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Champions: Top: Mlnaksh: (48kg), Preeti (54), Jaismine (57), Parveen lGO] Nikhat (51); Bottom: Arundhatl (70) Nupur (80+), Sachin (60) and Hitesh (70). SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA & PTI

(51kg) posted a command-
ing 5-0 win over Worlds
quarterfinalist Guo Yi
Xuan. The Indian boxed
from a long range to keep
her opponent under
control.

“lam delighted to win in
front of the home crowd af-
ter two years,” said Nikhat
after bagging her first gold
medal since the Elorda
Cup in May last year.

Jaismine (57kg) man-

aged a 4-1 victory over Pa-
ris Olympics bronze me-
dallist Wu Shih Yi.

The Taiwanese boxer
connected cleaner shots
than Jaismine, but the In-
dian scraped through to
the title.

Young Olympian Preeti
Pawar’s gutsy show helped
her record a 5-0 shock win
over Worlds medallist Si-
rine Charaabi in the 54kg
final. The southpaw’s re-

lentless body and head
shots kept the taller Italian
on the back foot. Sirine
clapped to compliment
Preeti, who caused two up-
set wins in a row.

Arundhati Choudhary
(70kg) recorded a hard-
fought 5-0 win over Worlds
bronze medallist Aziza Zo-
kirova.

In a battle between two
southpaws,  Arundhati
claimed the first round

with her movement and
clean blows. The Uzbek
fought back, but was disap-
pointed to see her accurate
punching and domination
in the last two rounds go
unrewarded.

Nupur’s 3-2 win over Ol-
tinoy Sotimboeva in a mes-
sy 80+kg final bout seemed
rather contrived.

The Indian erupted in
joy while the Uzbek left the
ring teary-eyed after the

announcement of the
result.

Former World youth
champion Sachin Siwach
(60kg) claimed a signifi-
cant title as he stunned
Worlds and Olympic me-
dallist Munarbek Seiitbek
Uulu 5-0.

The southpaw threw
clean punches and banked
on his footwork and attack-
ing game to get the better
of a strong opponent.

Indian pugilists punch their way to 20 medals, nine of them gold

YR GFbaTell = 20 9gd Sird, o =Y Tqof =nfia

e The country’s women boxers, including World champions Minakshi Hooda and Jasmine
Lamborghini and former World champion Nikhat Zareen, led the way in an
unprecedented gold feast as India finished its World Boxing Cup Finals campaign on a high at
the Shaheed Vijay Singh Pathik Indoor Stadium here on Thursday.

NG| b e
Wﬁwﬁﬁaﬁ

Hieht ge

Rfean ¥ a8 dIRiT HY BRI BT AIH UFER diid & JH b

¢ The Indians won medals in all 20 categories, including nine gold, six silver and five bronze.
Seven women and two men from the host comered

YR Raanfsal 3 9yt 20 o7 # uge Sid —

Tq Aigensit 3R & oS! = Wl uesd Sfid|

Commanding show

RMHGR

olden glory.

e

Indian Euglhsts punch their way to 20 medals nine of them gold

Hitesh (70kg) managec
a tough 3-2 win over Nur
bek Mursal to take another
gold.

The results: Finals: Men: 50kg:
Asiibek Jalilov bt Jadumani Singt
4-1; 55kg: Samandar Olimov
(Uzb) bt Pawan Bartwal 5-0;
60kg: Sachin Siwach bt
Munarbek Seiitbek Uulu 5-0;
65kg: Nishimaya Shion (Jpn) bt
Abhinash Jamwal 4-1; 70kg:
Hitesh Gulia bt Nurbek Mursal
(Kaz) 3-2.

75kg: Javokhir Abdurakhimov
(Uzb) bt Michal Jarlinski (Pol) 4-1
80kg: Shitu Oladimeji (Eng) bt
Ankush Panghal 5-0; 85kg:
Sultanbek Aibaruly (Kaz) bt
Jasurbek Yuldoshev (Uzb) 4-1.
90kg: Isaac Okoh (Eng) bt
Nusratbek Tokhirov (Uzb) 3-0;
90+kg: Khalimjon Mamsoliev
(Uzb) bt Narender Berwal 5-0.
Women: 48kg: Minakshi Hooda
bt Farzona Fozilova (Uzb) 5-0;
S1kg: Nikhat Zareen bt Guo Yi
Xuan 5-0; 54kg: Preeti Pawar bt
Sirine Charrabi (Ita) 5-0; 57kg:
Jaismine Lamboria bt Wu Shih Yi
(Tpe) 4-1.

60kg: Parveen Hooda bt Ayaka
Taguchi (Jpn) 3-2; 65kg: Chen
Nien Chin (Tpe) bt Dione Burman
(Eng) 4-1; 70kg: Arundhati
Choudhary bt Aziza Zokirova
(Uzb) 5-0.

75kg: Emma Sue Greentree (Aus)
bt Melissa Gemini (Ita) 5-0; 80kg:
Agata Kaczmarska (Pol) bt Pooja
Rani 3-0; 80+kg: Nupur Sheoran
bt Oltinoy Sotimboeva (Uzb) 3-2.

, AR @i sk gd fay 3ftee Frea w89 — =
Wﬁ%wﬁwﬁmﬁaﬁmmﬂ‘ws@?

T 99 3R UTT B | AVl & Bl

e Minakshi (48kg) gave another commanding performance to tame three-time Asian under-22
champion Farzona Fozilova 5-0 and set the tone.
el (48 fpum A 9 IR B TREA 3isR-22 oA BeiaT wifserar B 5-0 J &R
YUTGRITCR UGR faa 3R Y[Td AMER B

¢ Relying on her beautiful ring coverage, she consistently landed combinations to win
convincingly.
I T IPHY T FaRS & g TR AR SGaRH DGR THR Tgf oid Gof B |

e |n a duel between two counter-punchers, Nikhat (51kg) posted a commanding 5-0 win over
Worlds quarterfinalist Guo Yi Xuan.

o prex-uT & frda & Frad (51 foum) = fay srdvmeAiere et @ em $15-0 @

Rl

e The Indian boxed from a long range to keep her opponent under control.

YRAIT RAame! A ART-3 ST $d g¢ Uidgg! &I AaBa x|
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“I am delighted to win in front of the home crowd after two years,” said Nikhat after bagging
her first gold medal since the Elorda Cup in May last year.
“awaﬁmw&ﬂmﬁwga@a@g" a4 fUsd 98 o5 ¥ ualef U & a1
3ot Ugel! ol Sid IR a1l
Jaismine (57kg) managed a 4-1 victory over Paris Olympics bronze medallist Wu Shih Yi.
SR (57 o5 3 IR sieifie wiwa ugs fastar g e ft &1 4-1 T
The Taiwanese boxer connected cleaner shots than Jaismine, but the Indian scraped through
to the title.
ATSaT! qdahaTel A SaTaT W Wi AT, e HRdIg RaaTe! A et ead od gu Ry St
Young Olympian Preeti Pawar’s gutsy show helped her record a 5-0 shock win over Worlds
medallist Sirine Charaabi in the 54kg final.
a1 e Wifd tar & e uesiF A 3% 54 fur wigAa o fay uew fasiar W v
W 5-0 B! FipM arel sid Gars |
The southpaw’s relentless body and head shots kept the taller Italian on the back foot.
TRyl Mifd & TaR dial 3R B Wiey = et e ®I depe R 34|
Sirine clapped to compliment Preeti, who caused two upset wins in a row.
TR 7 Wi Bt TR &l SUie Sl &1 WRTe1 dRd gy dTelt Sors |
Arundhati Choudhary (70kg) recorded a hard-fought 5-0 win over Worlds bronze medallist
Aziza Zokirova.
Sreyfa e (70 forum) 7 fay e faSar Sefie SiifeRiar IR &3 5-0 Sid gt 1|
In a battle between two southpaws, Arundhati claimed the first round with her movement and
clean blows.
3 AT3YT FIasal o Tets § ervufd 3 ot gatic 3R A1 Udl | Ugal IS S SidT|
The Uzbek fought back, but was disappointed to see her accurate punching and domination
in the last two rounds go unrewarded.
ﬁ@aﬁwm—cﬁﬁ@ Ao sifaw QIS A Gl §MH & Sragjg faoiar 9al a+

I
Nupur’'s 3-2 win over Oltinoy Sotimboeva in a messy 80+kg final bout seemed rather
contrived.
TR &1 80+ bt wrs-a H eifedira Tifawaivar )R 3-2 &1 ofid $3 g ao faarad o
The Indian erupted in joy while the Uzbek left the ring teary-eyed after the announcement of
the result.
YR faare! =1 off, Safer Isas Raame! alRomd gaeax It gs T 9 a6 Ts |
Former World youth champion Sachin Siwach (60kg) claimed a significant title as he stunned
Worlds and Olympic medallist Munarbek Seiitbek Uulu 5-0.

ud 9y gar g wfer Rara (60 fom) A iy iR sidfie uew faoidr Ra® Aggdd®
33d DI 5-0 J GRABR IS RIS Silell|

The southpaw threw clean punches and banked on his footwork and attacking game to get
the better of a strong opponent

AI3YYT Gl A AP U, SgciH Pead 3R i 719 3§ Holgd Uiigal &I gsTell
Hitesh (70kg) managed a tough 3-2 win over Nurbek Mursal to take another gold.

f&a=r (70 fF3m) A T god &1 3-2 A TRIHR TH 3R 90f Sfi|

The results:

UROmH:

50kg: Asiibek Jalilov bt Jadumani Singh 4-1;

50 fobUT: Sl STeitaild = Sgafor Rig &1 4-1 T A,

55kg: Samandar Olimov (Uzb) bt Pawan Bartwal 5-0;

55 fopamT: e sfiferdia (S) A Ua adard & 5- 0 @ SR
60kg: Sachin Siwach bt Munarbek Seiitbek Uulu 5-0;

60 fobuT: e RYara A TARAS Assadd I3 ! 5-0 T A,
65kg: Nishimaya Shion (Jpn) bt Abhinash Jamwal 4-1;

65 foor: fAftmmar Rrge (STur) = SR SHaTd &l 4-1 1 eI
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e 70kg: Hitesh Gulia bt Nurbek Mursal (Kaz) 3-2.

70 Toa: fga=r feran A T TRfd (o) &1 3-2 1 S|
e  75kg: Javokhir Abdurakhimov (Uzb) bt Michal Jarlinski (Pol) 4-1;

75 TohUT: STAIRIT 3fegRiGHId (I = AT SIRfA~P! (UId) Bl 4-1 T A
e 80kg: Shitu Oladimeji (Eng) bt Ankush Panghal 5-0;

80 fpu: =fiq SfienfeAsh (Z7als) A 3ipxr UaTe &Y 5-0 F EIA;
e 85Kkg: Sultanbek Aibaruly (Kaz) bt Jasurbek Yuldashev (Uzb) 4-1.

85 fohUT: YedMadh TaTall (HoIRd) = TYRAD JUAGIRIG (I99) Dl 4-1 J A
o 90kg: Isaac Okoh (Eng) bt Nusratbek Tokhirov (Uzb) 3-0;

90 foTT: SURI I (F70S) 7 TRAdH ARG (I59) Bl 3-0 T GRAT;
e 90+kg: Khalimjon Mamsoliev (Uzb) bt Narender Berwal 5-0.

90+ T3 TATHSI AMHIIEG (I59) = Rex avaId ®i 5-0 I XA

Women:

Hfger:

48kg: Minakshi Hooda bt Farzona Fozilova (Uzb) 5-0;
48 forur: T1eft BT 7 ol Wiferaral (399) HI 5-0 T B
51kg: Nikhat Zareen bt Guo Yi Xuan 5-0;
51 foburm: TAgd SR = 737 &t JL37H &l 5-0 T BRI,
o 54kg: Preeti Pawar bt Sirine Charrabi (Ita) 5-0;
54 for: ifd gaRr A IRH =R16T @) &I 5-0 T g,
o 57kg: Jaismine Lamboria bt Wu Shih Yi (Type) 4-1.
57 T SR @i A g Rig & @gar) o 4-1 T &R
o 60kg: Parveen Hooda bt Ayaka Taguchi (Jpn) 3-2;
60 fouT: Td= ST = SRThT ail (JTUT) Pl 3-2 | BT,
e 65kg: Chen Nien Chin (Tpe) bt Dione Burman (Eng) 4-1;
65 fooum: T4 fAwa fom (@rgam) 3 fesim 4 (§ds) 31 4-1 T &
e 70kg: Arundhati Choudhury bt Aziza Zokirova (Uzb) 5-0.
70 T Srdefa et 3 orfie SHfdIaT (I99) HI 5-0 J G
e 75kg: Emma Sue Greentree (Aus) bt Melissa Gemini (Ita) 5-0;
75 foourm: wr g WA (siieeferan) = Aferan SRt (geeh 1 5-0 I g,
e 80kg: Agata Kaczmarska (Pol) bt Pooja Rani 3-0;
80 faFTT: 3ATET HOHRS! (UIciS) A ot T BT 3-0 T B,
e  80+kg: Nupur Sheoran bt Oltinoy Sotimboeva (Uzb) 3-2.
80+ fohUT: YR TARTUT A 3ffee 1 WaTaT (I99) Bl 3-2 T G|

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography

TOPICS COVERED 21 November 2025

Geography

Bangladeshi boat seized for illegal fishing in Indian waters

YR FTa&T A Y Aol UdhsA & fou givee sl g Sed
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Bangladeshi boat seized for
illegal fishing in Indian waters

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on Thursday
apprehended a Bangladeshi fishing vessel, along
with 28 crew members, for illegally operating
inside India’s Exclusive Economic Zone in the
northern Bay of Bengal. According to the Coast
Guard, during International Maritime Boundary
Line surveillance, an ICG ship detected a
suspicious vessel carrying out evasive
manoeuvres within Indian waters. The boat was
intercepted and identified as a Bangladeshi
fishing vessel violating the Maritime Zones of
India (Regulation of Fishing by Foreign Vessels)
Act, 1981. The crew and boat were handed over
to the Marine Police for legal action.

Act, 1981.

Bangladeshi boat seized for illegal fishing in
Indian waters

YR T A 3y ASel Udhs & forg
SITATSRI ATd oisd

e Bangladeshi boat seized for illegal fishing in Indian
waters

RO ST H 31dY A3 Uhs & ol Siarel 1a
Sfed
e The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) on Thursday
apprehended a Bangladeshi fishing vessel, along with
28 crew members, for illegally operating inside India’s
Exclusive Economic Zone in the northem Bay of
Bengal.

YR qeRe® 99 (ICG) A T¥AR &I YR & fa=iy
3nffe &7 (EEZ) A IR & &1 WIST H 39y TU I
TTferd 811 IR T aiialeet D Udhs & oTarl &l
28 1A Gl & TS| Aled UHs ford|
e According to the Coast Guard, during International
Maritime Boundary Line surveillance, an ICG ship
detected a suspicious vessel carrying out evasive
manoeuvres within Indian waters.

TCRED ST & STER, HARRITTT Wst HHar ar ol
R & ERM, ICG F T e A MR STeias
Tferyr 3R saTayf wfafafRmt o= <8 T Se™ &1 uar
ISRl
e The boat was intercepted and identified as a
Bangladeshi fishing vessel violating the Maritime Zones
of India (Regulation of Fishing by Foreign Vessels)

39 19 B AT T 3R U1 71 fb a8 WRa Tt & (R=h wiee gr
HSot ymbeq &1 faf~raue) sififaaw, 1981 &1 Icwad o 8! sl Azt Uwme

CAkICKA

e The crew and boat were handed over to the Marine Police for legal action.

A &l 3R A1d Bl B HRATs & [T A YR &1 Iy fear ma|
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GS Paper I1: Polity, Governance, And International Relations

TOPICS COVERED 21 November 2025

Polity

Courts cannot fetter President, Governor: SC

3fGTeTd TPUTY, IISAUTS DT qTH 51 B Tball: JUH PIS

SC counters ‘appeal in disguise’ argument of non-BJP-ruled States

e ®1d A AR-BJIP RIE Is4l & Fodt g3 snfter ardt s &1 T+ fban

Fourteen questions and court’s responses

eg Uy SR Srerad &1 ufafeane

‘Over 50% cases pending in Juvenile Justice Boards amid staff
shortage’

TWIH I FH & S A5 SifeeT dIst H 50% A Sifie A dfaa

Is federalism in retreat under single-party hegemony?

T UP-¢d gud & gk § Huare 9D 8¢ BT 82

International Relations

27-member new Nitish Cabinet takes charge; BJP gets 14 berths, JD(U)
eight

27-Jeaig 75 Y SfaAe 3 FAHR TUTET; BJP B 14 I, JD(U) B
3T

Search on for five declared foreigners by Assam tribunal

3 feogAa g1 Oifta utw fag Ry Y qam=r 9t

As trade row eases, U.S. clears missile sale to India

R faarg $H g1 W, MRS 7 URd &I s fasst & wedt &

Ajit Doval hosts seventh meeting of Colombo Security Conclave in
Delhi

Iefia SruTe = fewell & widal Rieaid sigaa @1 Aradl do® a1
A Bt
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India, Israel ink terms of reference for trade talks
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Courts cannot fetter President, Governor: SC

I ‘Deemed consent’ will usurp the function of
the gubernatorial functionaries, court says

Court states that it is against sitting on Bills
through ‘prolonged and evasive inaction’

Delaying bills would thwart the people’s will
expressed through legislatures, the court says

Krishnadas Rajagopal SC counters of constitutional function-  of the State legislatures to

NEW DELHI ’ i ini B . aries and the interplay permit the Governor to

Supreme Court’s ad\/lsory ODI nion States’ d1sglused among State legislatures, withhold a Bill without fol-

five-judge Bench of Breaking down the court's response to 14 raised by the President askingifa c | plea’ argnment Governors, and the lowing the dialogic pro-

A the Supreme Court court can impase timelines for Governors and the President to give assent to Bills passed by legistatures President. cess... ,” the Reference

sweredolﬁe Té}il[]ll'lrsl’dr:)s(idzz: fLat et dlsctition ndidalits ki NEW DELTE o;lstlijsﬂai? llltﬂ‘:;l n:;ll?(l:l]:ll' re;[s; Beﬁ'l]; ?Bdench propounded
Al 200 = 5 cannat impose timelines for = Govemors cannot The Supreme Court on P 4 Propol

tial Reference the country

opinion on this functional

that the Supreme Court

Thursday countered the
objection of States ruled by

B Mgy asgent o the Bill assent ol create a cahcept of deemed

assent’ under Articls 142

Tngefinitely sit on a BIll; if

has witnessed by opining they do, limited judicial i:ference sought by the cannot judicially review

P B May withhold assent, but 7 ituti ; isi
that the judiciary cannot mustcommunicate reasons | o ieview applies non-BJP parties that the ghe_st constitutional  the merits of the decision
fetter Governors and the to the State legislature B Courts can direct identi was an functionary of the country.  taken by the Governor un-

The court cannot shirk
away from its responsibili-

President to “one-size-fits-
all” time-tables to dispose

der Article 200. “However,
in glaring circumstances of

to decide within u reazonable
tirme frame, but not
dictate the

 Wwhen 2 Bill is referred, the Pracident
need not seak SC's advisery apinien
under Article 143 every time

B Ny refer the Bill to the
President for consideration
under Articlz 201 .

“appeal in disguise”. It said an
advisory opinion “can overrule,

of State Bills or usurp their
functions by assuming
“deemed consent” of the
proposed laws at the expi-
ry of a court-ordered time
frame.

“Such a usurpation of
the gubernatorial function
of the Governor, and simi-

tice-designate Surya Kant,

action” by sitting endlessly

outcome

a three-month time limit

if necessary”. It was a thinly
veiled “appeal” against the
judgment that fixed timelines
for Governors and the
President to decide on Bills,
Tamil Nadu argued. » PAGE 5

court, the Bench said noth-

ty to iron out constitution-
al creases,” the Bench said.
It clarified that a Governor
has actually three options
before him under Article
200 - to grant assent to the
Bill, reserve it for the con-
sideration of the President,
or withhold assent and re-

inaction that is prolonged,
unexplained, and indefi-
nite, the court can issue a
limited mandamus for the
Governor to discharge his
function within a reasona-
ble time period,” it said.
But the restricted re-
view of the Governor’s in-

larly of the President’s and Justices Vikram Nath, on State Bills awaiting their ~ for Governors and the Pre-  ing stopped it from clarify-  turn the Bill to the Statele-  action would not entail
functions, is antithetical ~P.S Narasimha and A.S. approval. The Reference sident to dispose of State ing “general questions of gislature with comments if  subjecting him personally
not only to the spirit of the ~ Chandurkar underscored under Article 143 of the Bills pending with them. law referred to it by the itisnota MoneyBill. AGo- to judicial proceedings.

Constitution, but also spec-  in their answer. Constitution came merely Addressing a prelimin-  President”. vernor cannot stall a Bill  The Governor enjoyed ab-
ifically, the doctrine of sep- a month after a two-judge  ary objection raised by Ta- The Bench termed the  without returning it to the  solute immunity from
aration of powers — which ~ ‘Evasive inaction’ Bench of the Supreme mil Nadu and Kerala that  set of 14 questions posed  State Assembly along with  court proceedings under
is a part of the basic struc-  However, the court clari-  Court, in ajudgmentinthe the Presidential Reference by the President on May 13 his reasons for doing so. Article 361.

ture of the Constitution,” a  fied that the President and ~ Tamil Nadu Governor case ~ was only an “appeal indis-  as a unique “functional re- “It would be against the The Bench clarified that

Bench of Chief Justice of In-
dia B.R. Gavai, Chief Jus-

GOvernors cannot resort to
“prolonged and evasive in-

on April 8, plugged a con-
stitutional silence by fixing

guise” against the binding
April judgment of the

Courts cannot fetter President, Governor: SC

3[GTeTd ITPUT, ISUUTS D1 I T Y Tball: FHH HIE

ference” touching upon
the day-to-day functioning

principle of federalism and
a derogation of the powers

the courts had no power to
review the merits of Bills.

o ‘Deemed consent’ will usurp the function of the gubernatorial functionaries, court
says
ST S’ ISTUTd & HAT BT fUUAGUT BT, 3eTeid = Hel

o Court states that it is against sitting on Bills through ‘prolonged and evasive

inaction’

3faTed Bedl ¢ fob ‘de 3R eTameId arat FAfspaar & A1y J fadus! R 98 |1

SR 3
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Delaying bills would thwart the people’s will expressed through legislatures,
the court says

;ﬁ;?ﬁéﬁmﬁwmﬁ%mmﬁwm-wﬁaﬁﬁm,m

A five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court on Thursday answered the 16th
Presidential Reference the country has witnessed by opining that the judiciary
cannot fetter Governors and the President to “one-size-fits-all” time-tables to
dispose of State Bills or usurp their functions by assuming “deemed consent”
of the proposed laws at the expiry of a court-ordered time frame.

i B B} UiE-arareh B die 3 TSR B A gRT W T 169 e o1
IR &d U e b Aruferes! sauTal SR PR T I3 fadae! & ¥ for
“F-ITS - c- T THa-T § a1ed el R bl 3R 7 8t 3farad gRT Huffd T
T T BH R “fETe F¥ie” AFaR 3% ST BT ST IR ol ¢ |
“Such a usurpation of the gubernatorial function of the Governor, and similarly of the
President’s functions, is antithetical not only to the spirit of the Constitution, but also
specifically, the doctrine of separation of powers — which is a part of the basic
structure of the Constitution,” a Bench of Chief Justice of India B.R. Gavai, Chief
Justice-designate Surya Kant, and Justices Vikram Nath, P.S Narasimha and A.S.
Chandurkar underscored in their answer.

TSIATS & BT T T ATUIGOT, SR 3 THR IFUfT & it b oft, 7 Haa dique
1 UG & TR 7, Sich faxiy U 9 faadl & gUFav & Rigid & Wi fiva 8 —
S AU Bt Yot TR 1 R 8,7 YR & HoT ranehier o SR, s, Afid g
raTefRT hid, SR A fasd A1y, o Ty, RIS 991 1Oy, Jgiax &1 Uis
Dhell
‘Evasive inaction’

eTaHeId arell fAfssgar
However, the court clarified that the President and Governors cannot resort to
“prolonged and evasive inaction” by sitting endlessly on State Bills awaiting their
approval.
gTeTifh, SaTerd = Ty fovd o JIgufcr ofR ITeauret Ied fAge! W s I d@ o9
IEHR ‘Tl 3R TTAHEIA aralt RIShaar g} 0= qabd |
The Reference under Article 143 of the Constitution came merely a month after a
two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court, in a judgment in the Tamil Nadu Govemor
case on April 8, plugged a constitutional silence by fixing a three-month time limit
for Governors and the President to dispose of State Bills pending with them.
AU & 3Fwe 143 & ded I8 Yot 3T IHT 311 5a JH DI ! gl-=ararefien ot
o 7 8 Sld &I AfaHIg IsauTed AFd  Fufg <d g dfay™ &t guft &1 gR #Rd gu
%ﬁ?ﬁrﬁﬁ 3R Tyufa & fore dfed fadaet & e gq @i aTe @t aag-ar Fuiid

I

Addressing a preliminary objection raised by Tamil Nadu and Kerala that the
Presidential Reference was only an “appeal in disguise” against the binding April
judgment of the court, the Bench said nothing stopped it from clarifying “general
questions of law referred to it by the President”.
%ﬁ%mmﬂﬁﬁwmﬁ% Ty ofgrd & BRI
3o & A FHad U g3 ordier 8, I Halfed H=d g Uie = oel & wgufd
ERT Haq <ama e ugil” I WE A I 34 DS 61 AP gaval|
The Bench termed the set of 14 questions posed by the President on May 13 as
a unique “functional reference” touching upon the day-to-day functioning of
constitutional functionaries and the interplay among State legislatures,
Governors, and the President.

e 313 7S B SR1 I 7T 14 T8 & A &) U ifedty “wrafere dab o,
S Yy Sl & e SRl a1 3o fagmeHTel, Isgur $fR Iyufd & o
3fa:foran & Teifdd g
“It is an institutional responsibility to tender its opinion on this functional
reference sought by the highest constitutional functionary of the country. The
court cannot shirk away from its responsibility to iron out constitutional
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creases,” the Bench said.

g o% & Yt YT TSIRIGRT §RT AR 7TU 39 HRATES J&H TR SO I 1
TRIFTT foreRY B 1 Sferad Sfayr o sfeaarstt & Wy o &1 3! fordert 9 4
g1 HIS Febdl,” U3 4 HaT|
It clarified that a Governor has actually three options before him under Article 200 —
to grant assent to the Bill, reserve it for the consideration of the President, or
withhold assent and return the Bill to the State legislature with comments if it is
not a Money Bill.

I WY a1 o erfade 200 & d8d ISTUTd & T IRdd B I s gla & —
e o wlitepfar 31, I Apufa & e QRidra @, a1 afg 98 o fadues i e,
dl ITD! WA Apax WU Algd I I UMY B arq U 7|
A Govemor cannot stall a Bill without returning it to the State Assembly along with his
reasons for doing so.

RToaTd foddt faekaes & fomT HRUT Wigd Isd fAUmayT 1 TieTe el ol Jad |
“It would be against the principle of federalism and a derogation of the powers of the
State legislatures to permit the Governor to withhold a Bill without following the
dialogic process... ,” the Reference Bench advised.

TSI 1 faT Targ Ufehan 3T fselt fadaes &1 A @ SHfd o1 Tgdrt
THarg & RIgid SR g faymayistt & wfdadl &1 g gim...,” dey dis A &gl
The Bench propounded that the Supreme Court cannot judicially review the merits of
the decision taken by the Governor under Article 200.

Ui A o1 {5 TiH BIC rade 200 & dgd I59uTd gRI fore 7Y fufg 3 qor-giet &t
TAeh FHIE Ta! B Hebell|
“However, in glaring circumstances of inaction that is prolonged, unexplained, and
indefinite, the court can issue a limited mandamus for the Governor to discharge his
function within a reasonable time period,” it said.

BT, SIF FSHIar WF ¥U ¥ defl, SHRUT 3R S g1, d rererd Jsaurd &
IR A T SuT e UM 3 FT AT oY R Tbell §,” ST Fell
But the restricted review of the Governor’s inaction would not entail subjecting him
personally to judicial proceedings.

<ifer Irsgurel St Afspad ot Wfid FHlan § 3% safeid ¥U 3 UMie HRars &1
AT 81 HRAT TS

The Governor enjoyed absolute immunity from court proceedings under Article 361.
TSI Bl 3iTase 361 & dgd ANid HridTe! & ot ufeRel urd g

The Bench clarified that the courts had no power to review the merits of Bills

Uie 3 Wy b1 fs srarerdl o1 fAdae! & T[UI-ay &1 FHIA 3 B P13 Wl a1 5
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SC counters ‘appeal in disguise’
argument of non-BJP-ruled States

It says that an advisory opinion could even go so far as to ‘overrule, if necessary’ a judgment; this divergence may open path

to take Presidential Reference route against uncomfortable verdict rather than taking effort to file review or curative pleas

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday coun-

tered objections
raised by States ruled by
non-BJP parties that the
2025 Presidential Refe-
rence was an “appeal in
disguise” against the
court’s own binding ver-
dict in the Tamil Nadu Go-
vernor case. The court ob-
served that an advisory
opinion could even go so
far as to “overrule, if neces-
sary” a judgment.

This divergence may
open the path for the go-
vernment to take the Presi-
dential Reference route
against an uncomfortable
apex court judgment in fu-
ture, rather than opting to
file review or curative peti-

Court's rebuttal

The Supreme Court on Thursday countered objections raised by
non-BJP-ruled States that the 2025 Presidential Reference was
an “appeal in disguise” against the court’s binding verdict

—

= Tamil Nadu had argued that the May
13 Presidential Reference was only a
thinly-veiled “appeal” against the April 8

judgment in the Governor case

® The Reference Bench, however, pointed
to a majority opinion delivered by Justice
¥V. Chandrachud (retired) ina 1978 PR
in which he said that “our opinion may
even go so far as to overrule, if necessary”

R

tions. Tamil Nadu had ar-
gued before a five-judge
Bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India B.R. Gavai that
the May 13 Presidential Re-
ference posing 14 queries
on the role and power of
the President and Gover-
nors was only a thinly
veiled “appeal” against the
April 8 judgment in the Ta-

mil Nadu Governor case.

Tamil Nadu had con-
tended it was impermissi-
ble to overrule an earlier
precedent [April 8 judg-
ment] of the Supreme
Court while exercising ad-
visory jurisdiction under
Article 143.

Countering this objec-
tion, the Reference Bench

|

pointed to a majority opi-
nion delivered by Justice
YV. Chandrachud (retired)
for a seven-judge Bench in
a 1978 Presidential Refe-
rence in which he ob-
served that “our opinion
may even go so far as to
overrule, if necessary”.
The Reference Bench
said a subsequent opinion
in a Reference in ‘Natural
Resources Allocation’ (2G
case) had reiterated Justice
Chandrachud’s view.
However, the Constitu-
tion is itself silent about
whether an opinion given
by the Supreme Court un-
der Article 143 would over-
rule a binding judgment.
Article 141 of the Consti-
tution mandates that “the
law declared by the Su-
preme Court shall be bind-
ing on all courts within the

territory of India”.

Further, Article 144 of
the Constitution adds that
“all authorities, civil and
judicial, in the territory of
India shall act in aid of the
Supreme Court. These two
Articles make it clear that
the law declared by the Su-
preme Court, through its
judgments, is binding and
“all” authorities are bound
to comply with it.

The Union government
could have sought a review
of the April 8 judgment if it
was unhappy with it, but
chose, through the Presi-
dent, to issue a Presiden-
tial Reference.

Now, the Centre may
use this “authoritative opi-
nion” of the court as a
prize weapon to seek a re-
view of the April 8 judg-
ment of the court itself.

SC counters ‘appeal in disguise’ argument of non-BJP-ruled States

gt HId A AR-BJIP R Il & Ut g3 srdfter arat asb &1 @+ fhan

o SC counters ‘appeal in disguise’ argument of non-BJP-ruled States
A ®I 7 TR-BJIP AMRI 30t & Ut g3 Srdier arat b o1 We fpar

¢ |t says that an advisory opinion could even go so far as to ‘overrule, if
necessary’ a judgment; this divergence may open path to take Presidential
Reference route against uncomfortable verdict rather than taking effort to file review
or curative pleas

g gl § [P T IABHRI I 3Ma® g1 R foodd) fAvfg &) effavea ft +=
TPl 8’; I8 faaeH WER B 3Res B dIal el & RIcd THiem a1 aRfed

I GRR P 1§ AFUFa

T ATt UM &1 I Wi Thdl §

e The Supreme Court on Thursday countered objections raised by States ruled by non-
BJP parties that the 2025 Presidential Reference was an “appeal in disguise” against
the court’s own binding verdict in the Tamil Nadu Governor case.

G B A THAR BT TR-BJP JMRIT Il §RT 3318 TS 37 AU BT W b fas
2025 yUfd Y& dAfETg IoauTd &8 | SfeTad & SIEbR! ol & Raers ue Rt
g% Srdier ol

e The court observed that an advisory opinion could even go so far as to “overrule, if

necessary” a judgment.
3IGTAd A gl [ MTaRID 51 W U JAGDHRI I bt Fufg &t “sfaved ot ax
gt g 1"

e This divergence may open the path for the government to take the Presidential
Reference route against an uncomfortable apex court judgment in future, rather than
opting to file review or curative petitions.

T fageH ufas & WHR B 378 B ard Y 3feTad & had & RIars wHten ar
FRfCT TMfeIp QMRIe PR & SOl AFUT g H BT AT U BT 3R < Tl g
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Tamil Nadu had argued before a fivejudge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India
B.R. Gavai that the May 13 Presidential Reference posing 14 queries on the role and
power of the President and Governors was only a thinly veiled “appeal” against the
April 8 judgment in the Tamil Nadu Governor case. ]

= YRA & GBI AR o 3R, TTaS B L& dTeht Uid-areien & 0 &
A genal & ot s 13 7% & gufa el | wigufa oiR Isarat @t i wd ifdad
TR U U 14 U HId 8 3 &b dHa-Ig Isaured b & ofg & faams ue fod g8
“3fdie g1
Tamil Nadu had contended it was impermissible to overrule an earlier precedent
[April 8 judgment] of the Supreme Court while exercising advisory jurisdiction under
Article 143.
TG A H8T AT [ 3T=dG 143 & dod IAGHR! EANIBR BT TN Hd g4 IHH
HIC P Ydad! ePid [8 e BT fHufg) BT SRt BT SRAIBH B
Countering this objection, the Reference Bench pointed to a majority opinion
delivered by Justice Y.V. Chandrachud (retired) for a seven-judge Bench in a 1978
Presidential Reference in which he observed that “our opinion may even go so far
as to overrule, if necessary”.
S MU BT Wed I gu g Uis = argfd a1s.dY. dses (@arqw) gR1 1978 &
wmﬁﬁw-wmﬁﬁma%ﬁwﬂﬂéwmwmﬁm forey

= $gT T o BRI I SHTaRTD g W Sfaxed da +ff o Fabell ¢ 1”

The Reference Bench said a subsequent opinion in a Reference in ‘Natural
Resources Allocation’ (2G case) had reiterated Justice Chandrachud’s view.
e ie A a1 [ a1g & Argra RS Tald= (26 &) | U U U de A
A I5dS & faaR I G-l T |
However, the Constitution is itself silent about whether an opinion given by the
Supreme Court under Article 143 would overrule a binding judgment.
BTy, TfIu™ W98 39 | 1F & [ 7 erfase 143 & ded GUH I B JAGHRI
I et TR Fofa &t sl d I Fdhd g
Article 141 of the Constitution mandates that “the law declared by the Supreme Court
shall be binding on all courts within the territory of India”.
AU BT 3T 141 FHedl § [ YT S gRT DA BT YR Bt It Sgradl IR
DR BT
Further, Article 144 of the Constitution adds that “all authorities, civil and judicial, in
the territory of India shall act in aid of the Supreme Court.”
3T, TIAUT BT 3w 144 Sisd & fb “URd & & & Tuft Rifaa ik =nfies wnfdreswor
GUTH DI B! Tgraal H SRl H 1"
These two Articles make it clear that the law declared by the Supreme Court, through
its judgments, is binding and “all” authorities are bound to comply with it.
A ST ST WY FRA © o YT BIE gRT 3o Fofat & Arerm & 9ifd A
FABGR BIdT § 3R “THY TGN Bl 37w Urer 1 SifAard B
The Union government could have sought a review of the April 8 judgment if it was
unhappy with it, but chose, through the President, to issue a Presidential Reference.
I g WHR 8 30 & F0fa § sragrd R, Ot a8 ST Sog AT Favat o, A
I WUl & ATeEH A guid Yo SR B 1
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¢ Now, the Centre may use this “authoritative opinion” of the court as a prize weapon to
seek a review of the April 8 judgment of the court itself.

3 Hg IBR 3HSTAd HI 39 “

JfYBTRG I’ Bl TH GIAUR & FY H TEIHTT PR 8

3t & Fufa & Seg Bl PR R Fbdl 2|

Fourteen questions
and court’s responses

The Presidential Reference came after the April 8 judgment of the

Supreme Court that granted ‘deemed assent’ to 10 Tamil Nadu Bills

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

hile it is not ap-
w propriate  for
the judiciary to

impose timelines on the
President and Governors,
in glaring circumstances of
indefinite inaction, the
court can intervene, the
Supreme Court said in its
advisory to the Presiden-
tial Reference. Here are the
14 questions posed by the
President and the court’s
responses:

‘What are the
constitutional options
before a Governor when
a Billis presented to
him under Article 200
of the Constitution?

To assent, reserve the Bill
for the consideration of the
President, or withhold as-
sent and return the Bill to
the legislature with com-
ments if the Bill is not a Mo-
ney Bill.

Is the Governor bound
by the aid and advice
tendered by the Council
of Ministers under
Article 200?

The Governor enjoys dis-
cretion and is not bound
by the aid and advice of the
Council of Ministers.

Is the exercise of
constitutional
discretion by the
Governor under Article
200 justiciable?

The discharge of the Go-
vernor’s function under
Article 200, is not justicia-
ble.

However, in glaring cir-
cumstances of indefinite
inaction, the court has a li-
mited power to issue a
mandamus to the Gover-
nor to decide within a rea-
sonable time period.

Is Article 361an
absolute bar to judicial
review in relation to the
actions of a Governor
under Article 200?

Article 361 is an absolute
bar on judicial review in re-
lation to personally sub-
jecting the Governor to
judicial proceedings.

Can timelines be
imposed under Article
200?

It is not appropriate as the
Constitution is silent.

Is exercise of
constitutional
discretion by the
President under Article
201 justiciable?

For the same reasoning as
held with respect to the
Governor, the President’s
assent too is  not
justiciable.

Can the President be
bound to timelines
‘while exercising power
under Article 201?

For the same reasons as in-
dicated in the context of
the Governor, the Presi-
dent, too, cannot be bound
by judicially prescribed
timelines.

Is the President
required to seek advice
of the Supreme Court
whenever a Governor
reserves a Bill for
assent?

The President is not re-
quired to seek SC’s advice.
Subjective satisfaction of
the President is sufficient.

Are decisions of the
Governor and President
under Article 200 and
Article 201 justiciable at
a stage anterior into the
law coming into force?

The decisions of the Gover-
nor and President under
Articles 200 and 201 are
not justiciable at a stage an-
terior into the law coming
into force.

It is impermissible for
courts to undertake judi-
cial adjudication over the
contents of a Bill before it
becomes law.

Can the exercise of
constitutional powers
and the orders of/by the
President/Governor be
substituted in any
manner under Article
1422

The exercise of constitu-
tional powers and the or-
ders of the President/Go-
vernor cannot be
substituted in any manner
under Article 142 nor does
it allow for the concept of
‘deemed assent’ of Bills.

Is alaw made by the
State legislature alaw in
force without the assent
of the Governor granted
under Article 200 of the
Constitution?

There is no question of a
law made by a State legisla-
ture coming into force
without assent of the Go-
vernor under Article 200.

In view of the proviso to
Article 145(3), is it not
mandatory for any
Bench of the court to
first decide whether a
case involves
substantial questions of
law and has to be
referred to a Bench of
minimum five judges?

Returns unanswered. Irre-
levant to this reference.

Do the powers of the
Supreme Court under
Article 142 of the
Constitution limited to
matters of procedural
law?

Not possible to answer in a
definitive manner. Scope
of Article 142 answered as a
part of earlier question.

Does the Constitution
bar the Supreme Court
from resolving
Centre-States disputes
except by way of a suit
under Article 131?

Irrelevant to the functional
nature of the reference.
Hence, returned unan-
swered.

Fourteen questions and court’s responses

e UY 3R 3reTad 3t ufafhane

o _Fourteen questions and court’s responses

Tleg Uy 3R Srerad &1 ufafhand

o The Presidential Reference came after the April 8
judgment of the Supreme Court that granted ‘deemed
assent’ to 10 Tamil Nadu Bills

Ut GaH GiH B & 8 il & 39 Fula & a1e
3T, o= affierg & 10 fadae! &l fere sRie uaH
foram

o While it is not appropriate for the judiciary to impose
timelines on the President and Govemors, in glaring
circumstances of indefinite inaction, the court can
intervene, the Supreme Court said in its advisory to the
Presidential Reference.

Jyufd Fa W 3o+ Ferg # A BI¢ A wel fb wyufa
3R YA TR FHARITHT A1 <ruiferesT & forg
IUE eI B, A i Ffssaar o wy ufkfufe
H SETed AT B T §

o Here are the 14 questions posed by the President
and the court’s responses: ]
T APUTY GRT S T 14 U AR rgTerd Bt ufaftbany 8
o What are the constitutional options before a
Governor when a Bill is presented to him under
Article 200 of the Constitution?

TRIU & TE¢ 200 & d8d 99 DI [AUTH
ISIUTA ) UK 5T SITe 8, & 3P JH B 7
HauTfe fawe gid 82

e To assent, reserve the Bill for the consideration of
the President, or withhold assent and retum the Bill to
the legislature with comments if the Bill is not a Money
Bill.

Wl &1, faduss o1 Ayl & o JRiga T, a
gfe 98 T foet 781 § ol Wil Asba fewfordt afga
fate @t faurdea &I dier

¢ |s the Governor bound by the aid and advice
tendered by the Council of Ministers under Article
2007

FIT 3G 200 & dgd HAt ufue Ft Wergan iR
AT IUTHA IR FIABRT 82

o The Governor enjoys discretion and is not bound by

the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers.

RS

{33 T 3e I3 & 3R Hal uRYT B el 3R o I a1e 181 &

¢ |Is the exercise of constitutional discretion by the Governor under Article 200
justiciable?

Cu)

3¢ 200 & dgd ISTUTH GRT JauT e faa® 1 Iua e weiten ava 82

o The discharge of the Governor’s function under Article 200, is not justiciable.

35S 200 & d8d ATUTd & BT o1 FAde =i wften avg €1 §
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o However, in glaring circumstances of indefinite inaction, the court has a limited power
to issue a mandamus to the Governor to decide within a reasonable time period.
gTTifep, Siffdd AfSpadr ot Ty oRkfRufadl & sigrea & U ues it fed § fos a8
ST I T Sford T W1 & iRk o a9 & forg Aday okt 9= Iavdt 8

Is Article 361 an absolute bar to judicial review in relation to the actions of a Governor
under Article 200?
FIT A5G 361, TG 200 P AG IASAUTA Dt HRAANRAl b AGY T TG THHET W
quf wfesy 872
o Article 361 is an absolute bar on judicial review in relation to personally subjecting the
Governor to judicial proceedings.

TS 361 ISTUT D! AfGdTd ©U I TS HfaTe! & e B & Jay & 1w
Fufter R guf ufdsy @ 8
Can timelines be imposed under Article 200?
FIT TG 200 S ded JHIIATAT TS o Dt 82
o Itis not appropriate as the Constitution is silent.
Ig IUYH -To| & b AAYH 39 R A4 §
Is exercise of constitutional discretion by the President under Article 201 justiciable?
T 3G 201 F d8d APUFI FRT Ha fad® =1 wahT aRe Tten oy 82
o For the same reasoning as held with respect to the Govemnor, the President’s assent
too is not justiciable.
;m%ﬂaﬁﬁ%qu&nwm, Jyafd 3 Wiphd of =nfe axften g g
Can the President be bound to timelines while exercising power under Article 201?
T 3G 201 & g Ve o TANT § PUFT b FHAA & a1 fovar o wepar 82
o For the same reasons as indicated in the context of the Governor, the President, too,
cannot be bound by judicially prescribed timelines.
AU & HaH H §d1Y T SRUN BT v, Igufe Hi =i w0 d Ryiia Fwaeimmei
3 91 g1 gl gobdl
Is the President required to seek advice of the Supreme Court whenever a Governor
reserves a Bill for assent?
w1 o W SIS IsguTe H fFdae o Wiefa 3g Wigm @ 3, ayufa o gita o1¢
P TATE AT TIAD 82
o The President is not required to seek SC’s advice.
PR B G BIE BT T8 O B SATAADHA Tal &
o Subjective satisfaction of the President is sufficient.
Jyufa @t safdawRe g w8
Are decisions of the Governor and President under Article 200 and Article 201
justiciable at a stage anterior into the law comlng into force?
T TG 200 3R 201 S TG IUTA 3R APUTT & f40F S ARLFH A Uga &
TROT § TR weie gy g2
o The decisions of the Govemnor and President under Articles 200 and 201 are not
justiciable at a stage anterior into the law coming into force.
3FTadE 200 3R 201 F q8d JAeAUTd R P & AR HFH A EH ¥ Tgdt & =0T
Y =i geflen dva e §

o Itis impermissible for courts to undertake judicial adjudication over the contents of a
Bill before it becomes law.

f389® & S a7 1 Ugd IS AR W AT 07 d31 srererd! & forg
i B
Can the exercise of constitutional powers and the orders of/by the President/Governor
be substituted in any manner under Article 142?

FIT TG 142 & dgd RTSaUTd 3t Jaenfae wfeaal eiv smezn & fardt off v
uﬁwﬁaﬁmmm

o The exercise of constltutional powers and the orders of the President/Governor
cannot be substituted in any manner under Article 142 nor does it allow for the
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concept of ‘deemed assent’ of Bills.
JIFUFARTSIUTS & HaeT-db Qfadl SR SR BT SFada 142 & ded fdl 1t GhR
gﬁwﬁaqﬁﬁa‘mww, 9 31 U ot o TeTe sric’ &I SIGURUN BT AN <dr

Is a law made by the State legislature a law in force without the assent of the Governor
granted under Article 200 of the Constitution?
FIT IS fAUTHSE §RT ST T B AJ=9G 200 & dgd IquTd B Wi & fo=1
N] I |I-T SIEI?
o There is no question of a law made by a State legislature coming into force without
assent of the Governor under Article 200.
3@ 200 P qGd ISAUTA P Wipidl b o1 oy [AUHSH GRT ST W BT &
AR 8N &1 Dis U I8! Sodl
In view of the provision to Article 145(3), is it not mandatory for any Bench of the court
to first decide whether a case involves substantial questions of law and has to be
referred to a Bench of minimum five judges?
3Te¥E 145(3) F WG F STAR, 1 forxit fe & g ag Freffea s sifvard 7€ @
& aTen weayv fafke wy fire #ar 8 iR S/ &0 A & urg <= 3t fis &t
USHT AT
o Retumns unanswered. Irrelevant to this reference.
ST IR dler ST 81 39 deH & Siuife §

Are the powers of the Supreme Court under Article 142 of the Constitution limited to
matters of procedural law? .
T WU F ATDe 142 S d8d A B B} MfFaaT paa ufspar Tadht ST 96
Hiftra 82
o Not possible to answer in a definitive manner. Scope of Article 142 answered as a
part of earlier question.

;ﬁawﬁwéﬂﬁwqﬁ 3TEE 142 BT GRRT fUsa Uy | 31 0 ¥ Iakd

Does the Constitution bar the Supreme Court from resolving Centre-States disputes
except by way of a suit under Article 131?
Fa1 W AU, e 131 P dgd AR fhY 1Y 18 & SrermaT, 5314 fAargl & qaiu= |
Tt 31 31 Awar 82

o lIrrelevant to the functional nature of the reference. Hence, returned unanswered.

HoH & prfes UHla 8 Ui | 31d: f1 IR e o g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page 1 6


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

‘Over 50% cases pending in Juvenile
Justice Boards amid staff shortage’

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

More than half (55%) of the
cases before 362 Juvenile
Justice Boards (JJBs) across
the country remained
pending as of October 31,
2023, says a first-of-its-kind
study by the India Justice
Report ([JR) which was re-
leased on Thursday.

While 92% of 765 dis-
tricts in India have consti-
tuted JJBs, the authority
dealing with children in
conflict with law, the pen-
dency rate varies widely,
from 83% in Odisha to 35%
in Karnataka,

Unlike the National Judi-
cial Data Grid, there is no
Central and public reposi-
tory of information on the
IIBs. For the study titled
“Juvenile justice and chil-
dren in conflict with the
law: a study of capacity at
the frontlines”, the IJR filed
more than 250 RTI re-
quests and responses from
21 States, revealing that as

of October 31, 2023, JJBs
had only disposed of fewer
than half the 1,00,904
cases.

Additionally, vacancies
in the juvenile justice sys-
tem (24% of the JJBs were
not fully constituted), and
inadequate legal aid (30%
JIBs do not have an at-
tached legal services clinic)
have led to high workload
in crucial functions.

On an average, 154 cases
remained pending with
each JJB annually. Addi-
tionally, inadequate data
monitoring and funds have
created severe constraints

Itis worrying to
QQ find thata
quarter of JJBs did not
have a full Bench and
evidence of a substantial
number of staff
vacancies in child care
institutions.

MADAN B. LOKUR
Former Supreme Court judge

in the implementation of
juvenile justice. According
to the 2023 Crime in India
data, 40,036 juveniles
were apprehended in
31,365 cases under the In-
dian Penal Code and Spe-
cial and Local Laws in In-
dia.

In a decade since the
passing of the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care and Protection)
Act, 2015, the study finds
that the decentralised ar-
chitecture meant to deliver
child-centric services suff-
ers from systemic gaps, in-
cluding a lack of inter-
agency coordination and

data-sharing. Over 500 res-
ponses were received from
28 States and two Union
Territories, covering 530
districts. Of these respons-
es, 11% were rejected out-
right, 24% received no rep-
ly, 29% were transferred to
districts, and 36% were
provided by State nodal
authorities, indicating a
weak culture of public data
transfer and transparency.
Former Supreme Court
judge Madan B. Lokur said
the report exposed the
gaps in our juvenile justice
system. “Despite the pas-
sage of 10 years since the
implementation of the JJ
Act, 2015, it is worrying to
find that a quarter of JJBs
did not have a full Bench
and evidence of a substan-
tial number of staff vacan-
cies in child care institu-
tions. This has a
detrimental effect on chil-
dren who fall under its pur-
view,” he said, adding that
the inadequate data from
the RTIs was concerning.

‘Over 50% cases pending in Juvenile Justice Boards amid staff shortage’

TP Bt HHI & qId AT TRed arst | 50% I 3ifF Avd dfaa

e ‘Over 50% cases pending in Juvenile Justice Boards amid staff shortage’
WP DI HH! & S Jasd SIReT FI8! 8 50% 4 31fd gHd dfaa

o More than half (55%) of the cases before 362 Juvenile Justice Boards (JJBs)
across the country remained pending as of October 31, 2023, says a first-of-its-kind
study by the India Justice Report (IJR) which was released on Thursday.

TUHR P 362

HaTSd S SISt (JUBs) T ¥ 55% AT 31 3fagaR 2023 T dfad

3, 78 TSR $fear e Rl (UR) & T UuH-of-its-kind 3reaaa | &t 12, ford
TSAR &I ST o T |
o While 92% of 765 districts in India have constituted JJBs, the authority dealing with
children in conflict with law, the pendency rate varies widely, from 83% in Odisha to
35% in Karnataka.
YR & 765 fordl & & 92% = JIBs HT 16+ sl §, S BT & Theid § = & Al
I T &, Afo difad TTHal BT R J THT SR § — S | 83% A AIR Beiled

H 35% dF |

e Unlike the National Judicial Data Grid, there is no central and public repository of
information on the JJBs.

A3Md JfeRrd

i HeR el B

31 e & Ui, JUBs T efiid STHBRI &1 Bl herg 3R
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For the study titled “Juvenile justice and children in conflict with the law: a study
of capacity at the frontlines”, the IJR filed more than 250 RTI requests and
responses from 21 States, revealing that as of October 31, 2023, JJBs had only
disposed of fewer than half the 1,00,904 cases.
“Wmaﬁvmﬁwﬁaﬁ The AT & &1 3feaa= X aral
3T & T 1UR 7 250 | iU RTI SfacH aifad g $fR 21 Il 9 et samet 9
Tl al fb 31 3agaR 2023 TP JJBs = 1,00,904 @ | I 31 I f HH &1 FuerT
fobam

Additionally, vacancies in the juvenile justice system (24% JJBs not fully
constituted), and inadequate legal aid (30% JJBs without attached legal services
clinic) have led to high workload in crucial functions.

D A1, JAI8d sy Ried § Rfdqdl (24% JJBs Yol =0 & 7fgd =g ¢k
g TETT (30% JJBs & URT BT AaT feafa =gY) 7 Aecaqul &l &
3afiIe HIEHR w1 T 3|

On an average, 154 cases remained pending with each JJB annually.

3G, Ul JJB B T 154 HITA cifed 384 g

Additionally, inadequate data monitoring and funds have created severe constraints
in the implementation of juvenile justice.

39 AR, STafed ST Ae R SR 4RI A JRd TRy & foharaad # iR
e U R < B |

According to the 2023 Crime in India data, 40,036 juveniles were apprehended in
31,365 cases under IPC and Special and Local Laws.
ms'rrg%mzozﬁwﬂﬂﬂ IPC T faR® SR R B & d8d 40,036
for=IRY &1 31,365 ATHAT T UaHsT T

In a decade since the passing of the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection) Act,
2015, the study finds that the decentralised architecture meant to deliver child-centric
services suffers from systemic gaps, including lack of inter-agency coordination and
data-sharing.

AT ACH (PR TS W) TIE, 2015 & 16 U GRS H (&9 Ul &
Fai-diod Jald UeH T $1 [Adbdied WRa & s TUEHTd Sl ¢, oY o Toikal
& g TG 3R ST AT R BT U |

Over 500 responses were received from 28 States and two Union Territories,
covering 530 districts.

gsmﬁ?a%m&muﬁsﬁ@sooﬁmmﬁﬁ St 530 forell &1 PR FRA
|

Of these responses, 11% were rejected outright, 24% received no reply, 29% were
transferred to districts, and 36% were provided by State nodal authorities, indicating
weak public data transfer and transparency.

S Jare B ¥ 11% e @RSl IR QT T, 24% P DI IR g1 5T, 29% B foradl &
RYFIARG a1 T 3R 36% YT Ared RGNl gRT UeH foy 7Y, forast wrdsias
ST gHIRUN 3R URGRIAT &1 HH! IR Bl 5

Former Supreme Court judge Madan B. Lokur said the report exposed the gaps in
our juvenile justice system.

A ®I¢ & gd et He ot e A $al fos RUid 3 gAR Sa-ge sied Ried
@1 BT IR Bt 5

“Despite the passage of 10 years since the implementation of the JJ Act, 2015, it is
worrying to find that a quarter of JUBs did not have a full Bench and evidence of a
substantial number of staff vacancies in child care institutions.

“)J T, 2015 & AN BH & 10 TS a1G it 78 fefaremes § fo Ue-airs JuBs & gof
e 7ET € 3R §1a SHTe TJRIFT & w1t ot 1t Rfdat dieie €1

This has a detrimental effect on children who fall under its purview,” he said, adding
that the inadequate data from the RTls was concerning.

T8 3 5= R THTE STAT ¢ O S9P SRR | 311 §,” I5I HgT, Tg wisd gU
% RTI T firam o1 Wi T BT RO B
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Is federalism in retreat under single-party hegemony?

9v\

PARLEY

he rationalisation of GST brought
cheer to consumers, but triggered
:mmher row between the Centre and
some States which fear a decline in
revenue collection. Opposition-ruled States have
been at loggerheads with the Centre over
cent spoansored schemes, release of disaster
relief funds, and the Finance Commission's
recommended share. Some of these issues have
reached the Supreme Court. Is federalism in
retreat under single-party hegemony? Yamini
Aiyar and A. Kalaiyarasan discuss the question
in a conversation moderated by Sharath 8.
Srivatsa. Edited excerpts:

Is the strain i led
States and the Centre a matter of
development needs or is it politics at play?

A. Kalaiyarasan: The federal coalition of
regional parties that emerged in the 1990s offers
lessons for understanding single-party
‘dominance now and its implications for
federalism. During that time, economic and
institutional reforms were more of a federal
nature. There was a greater interaction between
Centre and states on a range of issues. The
abolition of the Planning Commission, and the
changes in resource allocation before and after
2014, shows a shift.

‘Yamini Aiyar: In the 1990s, regional parties
began to assert their presence on the national
stage. With the emergence of the BJP, we are
back to single-party dominance. Crucially, the
BJP's Hindutva politics is the antithesis of the
politics of accommodation. Effectively, as ‘one
nation’ politics started dominating, regional
parties that represent regional anxieties and
political identities are increasingly becoming the
voices for deeper federal accommodation.

Post-liberalisation, the role of i
such as the Finance Commission, has
changed. The GST Council has not done any
‘better in strengthening the federal spirit.

AK: The question is whether the recent change
the federal spirit envisioned in the
design of the GST. The States surrendered their
sovereignty as much as the Centre to build this
grand bargain of GST. Ideally, this should have
been discussed within the GST Council before
being declared. Now, it looks like the Centre
takes the call. Historically, at least till the 1990s,
the I‘Ianmng Commission had an effective role,
1y in guiding public investments. Post
2014, it is out of the picture. Now, the only
instrument available for resource allocation
‘between the Centre and the States is the Finance

Commission. The concern is not only regarding
the total share of the States in the divisible pool;
more increasingly, certain States are concerned
about horizontal devolution or horizontal
imbalance. The poorer States depend largely on
fiscal transfers. This is making the southern
States question whether they are being
penalised via the allocation of the Finance
Commission because it is inherently supportive
of the northern States given the inverse-income
formula built into the Commission’s design. We
need to focus on the broader issue of inequality,
not merely the fiscal transfer challenges under
single-party hegemony. This is not simply a
political problem; it is a structural one.

YI: At the heart of the fiscal federal architecture
that India adopted was a commitment to the
principle of redistribution. When southern

o

At the heart of the fiscal federal architecture
that India adopted was a commitment to the
pnnup]ccnl redistribution. When southern

2 s issue, they are not necessarily
st the principle of
ey are r\'~|)0mllm.ln a
structural reality of spatial

saw under Congress rule in the 60s and 70s?

AK: Any capital generated from below has the
support of regional parties. It serves as an
electoral resource for the party to assert its
position. The aspect of capital has been
somehow been weakened over the last decade.
This has implications for the electoral strategies
of regional parties. The centralisation has not
only weakened regional capital and local

hip but also reshaped electoral

YAMINIAIVAR

(expenditure). The only entity now building
infrastructure is the State. Even the wealthiest
States have not been able to generate
employment. Overall growth has not been
inclusive in terms of job creation, leading to
increased regional inequality. There is also a
perverse flow of resources. Southern States
cannot deny that the resources are coming from
the northern region and poorer mlgtam Iabour
which helps maintain a low-wage

financing with the coming of electoral bonds.

YI: The difference between coalitions in the
1990s and 2000s and the coalition today is that
there was a much broader dependency on
regional parties for the Congress and even
briefly during the A.B. Vajpayee era. The culture
of governance was about cooperation and
negotiation. There are two key parties that are
holding the NDA together today at the Centre.
The style of governance, which is more a culture
of ¢ isation and not of deliberation, also

Jobless wnwrh is also being partly a pmduﬂ of
the way in which our federal economy is
integrated. In India, the relatively smaller
regions are compensating or subsidising
relatively larger regions. Without strong growth,
good jobs and good wages, during every
election, political parties try to compensate and
engage in competitive populism. They give
different sets of guarantees that come at the
expense of productive investment.

Y1: The Indian government’s use of cesses and
surcharges over the past decade reflects a lack of
good faith. The move towards greater
centralisation of social spending, driven by
electoral incentives, is a matter of concern. The

States raise this issue, they are not

Centre i States and 1g on
their ibilities through mechanis h

arguing against the principle of
they are responding to a structural reality of
spatial inequality. There is a lot of lack of good
faith by the Centre as it has used and misused its
constitutional powers and institutional hold to
centralise decision-making. Fiscal centralisation
has always been a challenge in India’s
federalism. You are seeing a lot more tension in
the formula that the Finance Commission has
used. The States have rightly challenged the fact
that the Indian government is extremely
centralised vis-a-vis the GST.

Cess and surcharges, which are not devolved
mﬂle&n&hmbeennnﬂnemtmdu
recent years. How are the economies of

States affected?

AK: The fiscal structure shows that the Centre,
more than the State, is weak. The Centre of the
1990s could invest ina i

as centrally spummd schemes. This kind of
political impasse is because the Centre has not
lived up to its bargain. One of the tensions that
we have in the economy is structural spatial
inequality in growth patterns. Some of the
structural challenges is around wage growth and
capital flows. So, how do we address this
question of coordination within our federal
structure? What are the institutional systems
and political mechanisms needed to enable this
coordination? Without the Planning
Commission, the Finance Ministry determines
how centrally sponsored schemes should be
allocated to the States. Is this appropriate or do
we need a different mechanism for determining
development financing?

Have regional parties allied with the BJP
faﬂadmhalnnczﬂ]ﬂrpuhhcsmdlheneed

look at borrowings, 80% of every rupee it has
barrowed is actually utilised for revenues

shapes the bargaining hand. The two critical
regional parties (TDP and JD(U)) that are part of
the coalition are going through their own churn.
So, their impulse is to hold on to power in their
regions rather than engage in a battle for
federalism at the national level. Perhaps, they
see an alliance with the BJP as an instrument
that serves their purpose of being able to
consolidate power in their regions.

‘How will the southern States cope with the
delimitation exercise post the Census and
the ‘one nation, one election’ proposal?

AK: With delimitation, we are going to have a
situation where the larger populated States have
more political power and the relatively less
populated regions have more economic power
in terms of per capita income. So, how can
regions without economic growth wield palitical
influence? The delimitation question should not
be seen in isolation but from the context of our

larger political economy.

Y1: The ‘one nation, one election’ proposa
seems to be another carefully crafted tool that
uses the logic of efficiency and a broader public
disenchantment with the role of money and
‘muscle in politics. It is unlikely to solve the
challenges that the public has. The argument
that India needs to have is about the structural
challenges of its democracy.

.1
S

To listen to the full interview

d way. If you their regional i How u' Scan the code or go to the link
dlﬁemm is the current single-party [Of!~ indu com
rom what ths itry

Is federalism in retreat under single-party hegemony?

T Uh-&d 99%d & 3k # Juarg §ID gc vera?

e |s federalism in retreat under single-party hegemony?
ww—maﬂw%aﬁvﬁﬁw%sﬁw%

e The rationalisation of GST brought cheer to consumers, but triggered another
row between the Centre and some States which fear a decline in revenue

collection.

GST & THES 4 JuHESH Bl IA5d &, Afh Ig 3R TS Il & o1 T 3R
faaTe Te1 F= faan S Iora Tug & fRtae 9 SR 7

o Opposition-ruled States have been at loggerheads with the Centre over centrally
sponsored schemes, release of disaster relief funds, and the Finance
Commission's recommended share.

fauef-=IRI Y158 g TR Jrerrefl, SfTuaT Xred MRl &1 ReTs SR o o g
s TS R} &) Ak g A @ AR B
e Some of these issues have reached th¢=t Supreme Court.

310 A S TE, oA BIC 0 Ugd T E|

Is the strain between Opposition-ruled States and Centre due to development needs
or politics?

1 faue-=mRyd ) 3R g & §I9 d19 faeN dat smazaedrs & sRure ar
IS B2
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A. Kalaiyarasan: The federal coalition of regional parties that emerged in the
1990s offers lessons for understanding single-party dominance now and its
implications for federalism.
£ 1990 & CRTeh H IHIA dTell &A1 Gl DT HYIY T3S TSl B Th-ael
Wﬁwﬁwwuﬁﬁaﬁﬁmh%
e During that time, economic and institutional reforms were more of a federal nature.
39 AT AT SR TR GUR AP T uspfa & 31
e There was a greater interaction between Centre and States on a range of issues.
% 3R A1 & T 3FH TES WR b Harg Tl
e The abolition of the Planning Commission, and the changes in resource allocation
before and after 2014, shows a shift.
TISHT 3TN BT I 3R 2014 ¥ UgA g a1 H T 3fde] | §U deard Us 99
aRad &l g2 g
e Yamini Aiyar: In the 1990s, regional parties began to assert their presence on the
national stage.

BT 3rR: 1990 & ¥ H &A1Y UIical A AP TR W U+ JUIRUFA aof Bt =
Gl

e With the emergence of the BJP, we are back to single-pa[’ty dominance.
dodt & 35 & 1Y, 5 R Uh-adl aied arelt IS & e 3T |

¢ The BJP’s Hindutva politics is the antithesis of the politics of accommodation.

dodt ot fegea Terifa TERieH & IeHid & faoid g1

e As ‘one nation’ politics started dominating, regional parties that represent regional
anxieties are increasingly becoming voices for deeper federal accommodation.
S-S g AR IS 814 88, &E1T UgdH o1 ufafRfid #53A ara g ek I
FHTIISH 1 ST §d T

Post-liberalisation institutions and GST Council

P 91 B ARITT 3R GST URuS

o AK: States surrendered their sovereignty as much as the Centre to build the grand
bargain of GST.
AK: I 7 SiTEel & 39 98 JH B a1 & forg S fSrat € s duyar it
o Ideally, this should have been discussed within the GST Council before being
declared.

3MTeRf ¥ T, 3 UIftd 9=+ ¥ Uga GST uRwe # =i gt afeu ot
e Now, it looks like the Centre takes the call.
31e T @ & b sifam fofa g Aar R
e Historically, the Planning Commission guided public investments till the 1990s.
0 Y, 1990 & S dP IoTT TR Wrao—ep (ARl &1 ARTGRA Har ol
o Post 2014, it is out of the picture.
2014 & §lq, Ig AT I d16x 81 T

¢ Now, the Finance Commission is the only instrument for Centre-State resource
allocation.

316 HE-ToT UTY 3MTdc BT THHHE TR fad ST |
e Horizontal devolution concerns are rising; poorer States depend on fiscal transfers.

&S] GRATaRYT Bt RIS 96 Y61 §; TR I ASTh N gEaiaRol IR AR Bl

e Southern States question whether they are being penalised due to the inverse-
income formula.

SRt 3T T IST R € o 1 A gAaH-39 T WIHA & SR &S 813 B
e YI: The core of fiscal federal architecture was redistribution.

Y1: ST e WREHT &1 Jd Rigid gAfdaRor ATl
o Butthe Centre has used and misused its powers to centralise decision-making.

QAfpT Fg 7 3 ABRT BT ITANT 3R gIUalT St &1 v § g FAofg-fmfor
bl M g |
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Cesses, surcharges and effects on States
|, | 3R I W YU

o AK: The fiscal structure shows that the Centre is weaker than States today.
AK: farfia gt favaran B o oitet o vl & oifties e Rufa 751

e The Centre borrows heavily and uses 80% of borrowing for revenue
expenditure.
% R FURY AT § 3R IUDBT 80% IToia g § A & |

e States are now the primary infrastructure builders.
3 GG chiefly I &1 TR B

¢ Growth hasn't been inclusive; jobless growth persists; regional inequality is rising.
fyepr ATt Y 25T e -faga o a1 gan ; &l srawa w¢ I 2|

e YI: Centre’s rising use of cesses & surcharges reflects lack of good faith.
YI: $% R AY 3R AT BT dgdl SUTN ITH! H19d W JaId TS HdT g

e Centre is squeezing States and encroaching on their responsibilities through centrally
sponsored schemes.
g TSI dieHTelt & AIeH ¥ g Il &1 formaRal | 3@ ¢ W@l 6

o Without the Planning Commission, the Finance Ministry now decides
allocations for centrally sponsored schemes.

ST TN & o1, 3 faa Harera 8t g Uriiford arerreit o1 3ffde dg HRdi g

Regional parties and single-party dominance

&g uifcar ok To-gd adva

o AK: Regional capital has weakened in the past decade; this affects electoral
strategies.

AK: Uza gxre & et gofl HHR 88 ©; 399 IATd! UM R gHTa usT §1

e Centralisation has reshaped electoral financing, especially with electoral
bonds.

HIHR01 3 AT I Bt ded 3o B, v sadeika argy 9|

e YI: Earlier coalitions relied heavily on regional parties; governance culture was
cooperative.

YI: Ugd & MaaeAt § & gal R 4Rt FRafar of: s ot Tpfa gearmes
e Today's governance style is centralized, not deliberative.
311 T A Blopd 8, RaR-E amena e
e  Current NDA regional partners (TDP, JD(U)) are more focused on maintaining
regional power than fighting for federalism.

I HT NDA FgaiTit (TDP, JD(U)) ITETI TR WR HadlE 31 ASTs & ol 30 & J
T Y QRI& 7@ R 34 Higd |

Delimitation and ‘one nation, one election’

A frafor ik a9 AvM, 99 s

o AK: Delimitation will give more political power to large, populous States but
economic power lies with smaller, wealthier regions.

AK: Irar fR4iRor 53 el are I8t @ 3iferes eI Wfad &, srefes snffe wifdd
BIC 3R TG &3 & U |
e Regions with poor economic growth may struggle to wield political influence.

e famTT aret &3 BI IS THI o | GiRebd gl

e YI: ‘One nation, one election’ is a tool using the logic of efficiency and public
disenchantment.

YI: G AR, T SART T&faT 3R ST H Fgdlt AP & adb P ST HRA aTel T
UG g |

e |tis unlikely to solve the challenges the public faces; the real issue is structural
challenges in Indian democracy.
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International Relations

21/11/2025

27-member new Nitish Cabinet takes

Amit Bhelari

PATNA

Janata Dal (United) presi-
dent Nitish Kumar took
oath as the Chief Minister
of Bihar for a record 10th
time in a grand ceremony
here on Thursday.

Governor Arif Moham-
mad Khan administered
the oath of office and se-
crecy to the 74-year-old
leader. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi, Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, BJP
president J.P. Nadda, and a
host of other National De-
mocratic Alliance leaders
were present.

Besides Mr. Kumar, 26
Cabinet Ministers took the
oath of office. Fourteen of
them were from the BJP,
eight from the Janata Dal
(U), two from the Lok Jan-
shakti Party (Ram Vilas),

Show of unity: Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar at the swearing-in ceremony in Patna on Thursday. AFp

and one each from the Hin-
dustani Awam Morcha
(Secular) and Rashtriya
Lok Morcha (RLM).

There are nine new fac-
es, including Sanjay Kumar
Singh of the LJP(RV) who
defeated Rashtriya Janata
Dal leader Lalu Prasad’s
son Tej Pratap Yadav in the
Mahua constituency. The
new Cabinet has one Mus-

lim and three women.

A dozen Ministers, in-
cluding Nitish Mishra, who
was considered the best
performing in the previous
government as the Indus-
tries Minister, have been
dropped. Mr. Mishra won
the election this time by
more than 50,000 votes
from Jhanjharpur.

Of the 26 Ministers, 21

charge; BJP gets 14 berths, JD(U) eight
4GS II: Minister |

are MLAs and four MLCs. A
three-day session of the
new Assembly will start
from November 26, in
which the Speaker will be
elected and new members
will take oath.

Mr. Kumar has made a
fine balance of caste equa-
tions by giving representa-
tion to various sections in
the Cabinet — eight from
the general category, six
each from the Other Back-
ward Classes and Extreme-
ly Backward Classes, and
five from the Scheduled
Castes. Four Rajputs have
been inducted, the highest
number among castes.

Chief Ministers and De-
puty Chief Ministers of sev-
eral NDA-ruled States at-
tended the swearing-in.

EDITORIAL
» PAGE 8

27-member new Nitish Cabinet takes charge; BJP gets 14 berths, JD(U) eight
27-Jeaf1g 7% e SfeAe 3 FTdUR JUTAT; BJP B 14 R, JD(U) BT 315

e 27-member new Nitish Cabinet takes charge; BJP gets 14 berths, JD(U) eight
27-Tc&fg T3 A HfgHe 3 FRUR YU, BJP B 14 -, JD(U) BT 3716
e Janata Dal (United) president Nitish Kumar took oath as the Chief Minister of Bihar

for a record 10th time in a grand ceremony here on Thursday.

ST G (TATSCS) & e IRl $HR A AR &l Igi T Yol YARIE H fogR &
T & U H Repls 1001 R X0 ot

o Governor Arif Mohammad Khan administered the oath of office and secrecy to the
74-year-old leader.
ISTUTE TG HIgWIG WM A 74 81T a1 1 Ug 3R Mu-gar @1 wuy fars |

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister Amit Shah, BJP president J.P.
Nadda, and a host of other National Democratic Alliance leaders were present.
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TYUHA R A, B T8 T4 31fid 218, BIP sieae o Ul g1 3R &3 31 IF™
ST e dT SURRd Y|

Besides Mr. Kumar, 26 Cabinet Ministers took the oath of office.

ft HAR & 37alTaT 26 HfaAe whHET A ug & Uy |

Fourteen of them were from the BJP, eight from the Janata Dal (U), two from the

Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas), and one each from the Hindustani Awam
Morcha (Secular) and Rashtriya Lok Morcha (RLM).

T8 T 14 BJP 9, 318 Fd1 &d (9) ¥, & aP wI-i=Iiad urdf (R faam) ¥ ik ua-
U fegearl amam Al (Feger) Ul g1 e drdf (RLM) 3 3

There are nine new faces, including Sanjay Kumar Singh of the LJIP(RV) who
defeated Rashtriya Janata Dal leader Lalu Prasad’s son Tej Pratap Yadav in the
Mahua constituency.

O A 1Y g% WA &, FoFH LIPRV) & Tord $AR Rig oft 8, SgiA mgsm e ®
I ST & AT ATe, UTG & A Il Udd A1Gd B g

The new Cabinet has one Muslim and three women.

7 Bfoc # v gfeaw ok i afgamd 71

A dozen Ministers, including Nitish Mishra, who was considered the best performing
in the previous government as the Industries Minister, have been dropped.

goi WR T, ford = far off wnfie €, o Uedt ReR & S 5 & wu
TIAY U= B 9T HIFT ST T, ) gel fgur man g

Mr. Mishra won the election this time by more than 50,000 votes from Jhanjharpur.
ot flrsT 39 SR FIRWR I 50,000 ¥ 3HfUP dlcl F Siid |

Of the 26 Ministers, 21 are MLAs and four MLCs.

26 AT A F 21 fyuma® iR IR faur uiwe I B

A three-day session of the new Assembly will start from November 26, in which the
Speaker will be elected and new members will take oath.

T2 fayT T &1 i feawita w3 26 FdaR T &= g1, Forw sreqer &1 g1 g 3R Y
T Uy 7|

Mr. Kumar has made a fine balance of caste equations by giving representation to
various sections in the Cabinet — eight from the general category, six each from the
Other Backward Classes and Extremely Backward Classes, and five from the
Scheduled Castes.

ft $AR A Hio-ic & fafird &l &1 Ul SR wrdia aHieRon &1 Sge SR
— 316 9 31l ¥, B8-3% 3 fUss! Sfd ok srcid e st sifa 1, 9y ufa sryfad
IR

Four Rajputs have been inducted, the highest number among castes.

IR ISTYEl BI M foa a7 8, S St & vad Siftfes Se g

Chief Ministers and Deputy Chief Ministers of several NDA-ruled States attended the
swearing-in.

H% NDA-RTTRIT Isal & At 3iR STTHAT Y THARIE | WM gul
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Search on for five declared
foreigners by Assam tribunal
GSIEIR

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The police in Sonitpur dis-
trict in northcentral Assam
are searching for five peo-
ple declared non-citizens
by a Foreigners’ Tribunal
(FT), officials said on
Thursday.

Hanufa, Mariyam Nessa,
Fatema, Monowara, and
Amjad Ali, all from Dhobo-
kata village, were declared
foreigners ex parte on Oc-
tober 24.

The district administra-
tion issued separate orders
on Wednesday for their ex-
pulsion from India within
24 hours.

The orders were issued
by Ananda Kumar Das, Dis-
trict Commissioner, under

The orders directed
them to remove
themselves ‘from the
territory of Assam
within 24 hours’

the Immigrants (Expulsion
from Assam) Act, 1950.
These were the earliest or-
ders citing this Act since
the State Cabinet approved
its implementation earlier
this year.

“...being a declared fo-
reigner, your presence in
India/Assam is detrimental
to the interest of the gener-
al public and also for the
internal security of the
State,” each order read.
The orders directed them
to remove themselves

“from the territory of As-
sam, India, within 24
hours from receiving this
order via the Dhubri/Srib-
humi/South Salmara-Man-
kachar route”.

The mention of these
routes on the India-Bangla-
desh border indicated that
they may have entered the
country from Bangladesh.
“Further, you are intimat-
ed that in the event of any
default in complying with
this order, the government
would be compelled to
take appropriate action to
remove you from the terri-
tory of the State of Assam,
India,” the orders read.

“The FT issued the or-
der ex parte as the five peo-
ple never turned up during
hearings,” Mr. Das said.

Search on for five declared foreigners by Assam tribunal

3y fesgaa g uifta ura fae R & aarr s

e Search on for five declared foreigneys by Assam tribunal

3H fesgAd gRI1 9iftd Ui faciRml o qarsr SRy

e The police in Sonitpur district in northcentral Assam are searching for five people

declared non-citizens by a Foreigners’ Tribunal (FT), officials said on Thursday.
JWR-AL 3H & IR forat o1 gfery fad=it =marferezor (FT) gR1 R-A7RS

G UTE AR BT T R T@1 8, MUBIRAT A AR D T

Hanufa, Mariyam Nessa, Fatema, Monowara, and Amjad Ali, all from Dhobokata
village, were declared foreigners ex parte on October 24.

TIW1, TRTT T, Wi, Aa”T SR srerg Sie—3 qaft ysierer 1a & Farfi—24
3fageR & Ta-uTet Tt farg g |

The district administration issued separate orders on Wednesday for their expulsion
from India within 24 hours.

G?gggmﬁgwﬁzﬁ%%ﬁmmﬁﬁw%%u S{CHT-3{TRT ST
|

The orders were issued by Ananda Kumar Das, District Commissioner, under the
Immigrants (Expulsion from Assam) Act, 1950. .

Y 3SR 3G FAR g, IO 3gad, gRT sitied (ToRIUeRTE hTH 317H) T4e,
1950 & d8d ST fbT Y|

These were the earliest orders citing this Act since the State Cabinet approved its
implementation earlier this year.
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I TN & LI T I Hfaric gRI S AMATH & HRlaa- & Rl o1 & aIc 3
Tg 39 AT 51 gaTdl 37 aTe Ty ST ST B

“...being a declared foreigner, your presence in India/Assam is detrimental to the
interest of the general public and also for the intemal security of the State,” each

order read.

“ U Uid faesh 81 & A1, YRa/3™H & Ut Iufufa |rA=g Sar & fgal 3ik
ST BT SHTARD GRET & Y g1HRS 8,” Ud® 1= H fora o7

The orders directed them to remove themselves “from the territory of Assam, India,
within 24 hours from receiving this order via the Dhubri/Sribhumi/South Salmara-

Mankachar route”.

3G A I A e b d 39 3H1d1 b U1 o o 24 9 & iR

yady/ Ayt féor SramRI-ATeTeR ARf § “3/H, YR B YA J WY B gerd 1’

The mention of these routes on the India-Bangladesh border indicated that they may
have entered the country from Bangladesh.

YRA-IRATCY W1 IR U 39 AN BT Ieeikd Tbd &l § b 3 GHaa: A= 9 2

T 3y o)

“Further, you are intimated that in the event of any default in complying with this

order, the government would be compelled to take appropriate action to remove you
from the territory of the State of Assam, India,” the orders read.
“37TF1, MU Yiard foa ST § 36 afe 317 9 3SR HT UTeH $H3A 8 Bls 9 Id 6,
0 IRBR MUD! SRH I BT T ¥ g & g Ifad HRATS B & forg e gt

e | ferar T

“The FT issued the order ex parte as the five people never turned up during
hearings,” Mr. Das said.

“FT 7 SM1eR1 gar-uref SR e aiifes 3 aifell @it Gerars & SR B+ oRgd 181 gu,

off T A FaTl

As trade row eases, U.S. clears missile sale to India

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

In a move that further un-
derscores the easing of
trade tensions between In-
dia and the U.S., the U.S.
State Department has ap-
proved a possible sale of Ja-
velin missiles and Excali-
bur projectiles and related
equipment to India for an
estimated total cost of
$92.8 million, the U.S. De-
fense Security Cooperation
Agency (DSCA) said on
Thursday. The DSCA said it
had delivered the required
certification notifying the
U.S. Congress as well of the
decisions.

Press releases issued in
this connection said the
proposed sale would sup-
port the foreign policy and
national security objec-
tives of the U.S. by bolster-

Afile picture of a U.S. soldier firing a Javelm missile. AFP

ing the U.S.-India strategic
relationship and improv-
ing the security of “a major
defence partner which
continues to be an impor-
tant force for political sta-
bility, peace, and econom-
ic progress in the
Indo-Pacific and South
Asia regions”.

The deals come three
days after India announced

the conclusion of the first-
ever long-term deal where
Indian oil companies
would import American
LPG into the country.

“The Government of In-
dia has requested to buy
up to two hundred sixteen
(216) M982A1 Excalibur
tactical projectiles,” a re-
lease said. “The proposed
sale will improve India’s

capability to meet current
and future threats by pro-
viding precision capability
equipment, which will in-
crease first strike accuracy
in its brigades. India will
have no difficulty absorb-
ing these articles and ser-
vices into its armed
forces.”

In a separate release,
the DSCA said India had re-
quested to buy 100
FGM-148 Javelin rounds,
one Javelin FGM-148 mis-
sile and 25 Javelin Light-
weight Command Launch
Units (LwCLU) or Javelin
Block 1 Command Launch
Units (CLU).

The release added that
the sale of Javelin missiles
to India would “strengthen
its homeland defence and
deter regional threats”.

The Excalibur deal is for
$47.1 million and the Jave-

lin deal is for $45.7 million.

The sixth round of for-
mal negotiations on a Bilat-
eral Trade Agreement
(BTA) — earlier meant to
have taken place in the last
week of August — took
place in October. Indian
government officials and
Ministers have again start-
ed talking about the con-
clusion of the first tranche
of the BTA soon.

The DSCA release added
the Excalibur deal would
also include the supply of
ancillary items, Portable
Electronic Fire Control Sys-
tems with Improved Plat-
form Integration Kit (iPIK),
primers, propellant charg-
es, U.S. Government tech-
nical assistance, technical
data, repair and return ser-
vices, and other related
elements of logistics and
programme support.
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As trade row eases, U.S. clears missile sale to India

IR faarg $H g1 W, MRS 7 URd &I s fast & weidt &

As trade row eases, U.S. clears missile sale to India

AR fdareg &1 814 W, 3Rk 4 YRd o faed fost &1 dodl &

¢ In a move that further underscores the easing of trade tensions between India and
the U.S., the U.S. State Department has approved a possible sale of Javelin
missiles and Excalibur projectiles and related equipment to India for an estimated
total cost of $92.8 million, the U.S. Defense Security Cooperation Agency (DSCA)
said on Thursday.

YR 3R ARG & i AR 19 HH g1 H! 3 gT, MRt facw favmr 3
Stafer firargd iR TaadiiaR Wisldersd qul Yetid SUHR0T YR B ATHT $92.8
Ao & ST ArTd W SUIfad fosh! &1 Aol &t 7, SRS & JRa TeanT okt
(DSCA) A AR &I HgT|

o The DSCA said it had delivered the required certification notifying the U.S. Congress
as well of the decisions.

DSCA = &gl fob 39+ 3@Res! HiU & ot Fufl o1 1 & areT Siaxas Jamg
e fean g

o Press releases issued in this connection said the proposed sale would support the
foreign policy and national security objectives of the U.S. by bolstering the U.S.-India
strategic relationship and improving the security of “a major defence partner which
continues to be an important force for political stability, peace, and economic
progress in the Indo-Pacific and South Asia regions”.
39 Hdy # SR U fasifrdt § et 1 fob g Rt foisht srfest-wiRd Yoriifas
Y P Toigd P SRS o R ofR T WRem Ie=at B T HIW IR TH
TRTRG T&T TSGR &1 YR H R S, S SS1-0fiftees 3R gféror ulkmr &=t
oo fRRa, 2ifa 3R snffe wifa & fore wer Tyl wifd s gan g1

e The deals come three days after India announced the conclusion of the first-ever
long-term deal where Indian oil companies would import American LPG into the
country.
Tg AGT 39 TN & i fad a1G SR 9fd YR = Ugal aR GradbIieis qasidl o1 aH
@1 UIHUN BT, S ded YRR ddt Sufal SRS LPG HT S1Td Hh|

e “The Government of India has requested to buy up to two hundred sixteen (216)
M982A1 Excalibur tactical projectiles,” a release said.

“URd IRBR A &I Tl T8 (216) MIB2A1 TRIB(TaR efaedhd Wisiaersd Wig- &l
3RYY foara 8, e famft o gt

e “The proposed sale will improve India’s capability to meet current and future threats
by providing precision capability equipment, which will increase first strike accuracy in
its brigades. India will have no difficulty absorbing these articles and services into its
armed forces.”

“TRATIA o YR 1 Gaa 3R Ui Y GeRl BT AT IR Bt & H UR
S, Fiifes STY FSid AR &HAT dTd SUBRYT BT, S S9! faiigq T guH UgR S
FANHT FGIET | HRT BT 37 axgaft 3R Jarsii HI ot TRRa S1ei H Tfthiferd oA &
IS PISTE 6l gl 1"

e In a separate release, the DSCA said India had requested to buy 100 FGM-148
Javelin rounds, one Javelin FGM-148 missile and 25 Javelin Lightweight
Command Launch Units (LwCLU) or Javelin Block 1 Command Launch Units
(CLU).

TS (el fagfid & DSCA 3 F8T i URd = 100 FGM-148 Rafe 39S, TH Safer
FGM-148 g 3R 25 Rafeq Argede HHIS @i gf-ie (LwCLU) I1 Raferq sid
1 FHIS @ gfAe (CLU) T &I 3Ry faar B

e The release added that the sale of Javelin missiles to India would “strengthen its
homeland defence and deter regional threats”.
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e The Excalibur deal is for $47.1 million and the Javelin deal is for $45.7 million.
TRIGTaR TieT $47.1 AR &1 7 SR Safer Tier $45.7 k= #1381

e The sixth round of formal negotiations on a Bilateral Trade Agreement (BTA) —
earlier meant to have taken place in the last week of August — took place in October.

fguehia sauR 9HEha (BTA) IR 3NU=RSG ardl &1 831 SR — S 3FRd & 3ifad
g H BHT AT — 3agaR H gl

¢ |Indian govemment officials and Ministers have again started talking about the
conclusion of the first tranche of the BTA soon.
YR WRHRT HRBINAT SR TG A Teg 8 BTA & Ugal fhed & ey R R
IId AT = R AT g

e The DSCA release added the Excalibur deal would also include the supply of
ancillary items, Portable Electronic Fire Control Systems, Improved Platform
Integration Kit (iPIK), primers, propellant charges, U.S. Government technical
assistance, technical data, repair and return services, and other related elements of
logistics and programme support.

DSCA &t fagifd & g +ff SireT T & uaiahferar Wie & g axgell &t omyfef ot
(IPIK), TTSHR, UTTeie =16, SRe! IBR BI el WerIdl, Teb-iich] Scl, FRETd T
U090 4T, 3R AR Ud Srisd wmfd & 3 Teifdrd da wnfira g

Ajit Doval hosts seventh meeting of
Colombo Security Conclave in Delhi

NEW DELHI COLOMBO SECURITY CONCLAVE

" At the seventh National Se-

curity Adviser-level meet-
ing of the Colombo Securi-
ty Conclave held here on
Thursday, the member
states focused on five pil-
lars of cooperation that in-
cluded radicalisation and
organised crime.

The member states also
agreed to enhance cooper-
ation through training and
capacity building.

The meeting, hosted by
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval, included a com-
prehensive review of the
security situation in the In-
dian Ocean Region and
called for cooperation un-
der five pillars of coopera-
tion: “maritime safety and
security, countering terro-
rism and radicalisation,
combating trafficking and
transnational  organised
crime, cyber security and
protection of critical infras-
tructure and technology
and humanitarian assis-

Address

7" MEETING

National Security Advise|

r Ajit Doval, with NSAs of othe

Lanka and Bangladesh, at a meeting in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

tance and disaster relief,”
the Ministry of External Af-
fairs said in a statement.
The member states at
the event were led by Ibra-
him Latheef, National Se-
curity Adviser of Maldives,
Rahul Rasgotra, National
Security Adviser of Mauri-
tius, Air Vice Marshal Sam-
path Thuyacontha (Retd.),
Secretary of Ministry of De-
fence of Sri Lanka, and Dr.
Khalilur Rahman, National

: 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Security  Adviser  of
Bangladesh.

Major General Michael
Rosette, Chief of Defence
Forces of Seychelles De-
fence Forces, led the dele-
gation from the Seychelles
that joined the Colombo
Security Conclave as a full
member.

The Malaysian team that
participated as a guest
country for the first time
was represented by Badrul

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website

: patrioticias.in

r countries, including the Maldives, Mauritius, Sri

Shah Mohd. Idris, Deputy
Director-General of the Ma-
laysian National Security
Council.

“The CSC member
states also discussed en-
hancing cooperation un-
der identified pillars, in-
cluding through training
and capacity building.
They reiterated their com-
mitment to the vision and
objectives of CSC,” the
MEA said.
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Ajit Doval hosts seventh meeting of Colombo Security Conclave in Delhi

3eiid SIHT A Rl & e RieaiRd diacid @t Jradl 955 B1 Aear Bt

Ajit Doval hosts seventh mgeting of Colombo Security Conclave in Delhi
3foftd SrvTet 7 faech & Fidal Rl iada &1 Tradl d6d Bt BoaT &1

At the seventh National Security Adviser-level meeting of the Colombo Security
Conclave held here on Thursday, the member states focused on five pillars of
cooperation that included radicalisation and organised crime.

TSR 1 UgT I Pleiat Rt Hi-aid o1 Ardl AT JR& AGDRIRT
5% B Yo X 3 YgaNT & U W WR @ Hisd o, e Suare sk Infda
SORTY QM

The member states also agreed to enhance cooperation through training and
capacity building.

T <RI = uikneror 3 grwa frmfor & Aerd @ wean seM Wt Sgafd ad @i
The meeting, hosted by National Security Adviser Ajit Doval, included a
comprehensive review of the security situation in the Indian Ocean Region and
called for cooperation under five pillars of cooperation: “maritime safety and security,
countering terrorism and radicalisation, combating trafficking and transnational
organised crime, cyber security and protection of critical infrastructure and technology
and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief,” the Ministry of External Affairs said
in a statement.

IRE TATGHR feftd SIUTA GRT AT 39 do& e TR &7 & JqRen

DI TS THIET Pt 718 3R T TH S ded TgaNT &1 Mg fabar T Tt
YR&M 3R TETT, SMdhare 3R IUAIE BT GHITd], THL 3R AR WSd SRTY
T ST, JIgeR JR&T 3R AGIYUf Srae T d MeNfiep! ) GRaf, 7T A Jgradn
3R 3MUST XTEd,” faeer HATed = U sa | Fell
The member states at the event were led by Ibrahim Latheef, National Security
Adviser of Maldives, Rahul Rasgotra, National Security Adviser of Mauritius, Air Vice
Marshal Sampath Thuyacontha (Retd.), Secretary of Ministry of Defence of Sri Lanka,
and Dr. Khalilur Rahman, National Security Adviser of Bangladesh.

HRIHH | o <R BT g HAGHd & AT GRET TATGHR IofeH Aciith, HRIRN &
ST GR& FeATGDR e I, TR dred WA Juy YgobidT (Harq), diciet &
& HATETY & Fferd, R ST & LTI YR& YAhR 1. Tl IgHH A fasa|
Major General Michael Rosette, Chief of Defence Forces of Seychelles Defence
Forces, led the delegation from Seychelles that joined the Colombo Security
Conclave as a full member.

AR TR AIGPHd e, YR &l Iadl & &1 TE, 7 IR & UfdHiRHsd &1
A9 e, S didsl Reiel sraad & qof g & wu § 2fia gai|

The Malaysian team that participated as a guest country for the first time was
represented by Badrul Shah Mohd. Idris, Deputy Director-General of the Malaysian
National Security Council.

Ugell IR SRy 32 & U & HFT 31 arell AARmE A9 &1 ufaffia saea wg
HIGHIE SaxiY, AT WP YR&T URYE & IU-HEI-ex® il

“The CSC member states also discussed enhancing cooperation under identified
pillars, including through training and capacity building. They reiterated their
commitment to the vision and objectives of CSC,” the MEA said.

“CSC o <} A Uga T THi & dgd Jeai 9 R o =i o1, S ufrerr sik
grrran fmror oft wfira g1 3= csc @t 2 3R Il & Ufd 3o ufddsdl alevTs,”
faq=r HaTeg A FeEl

Colombo Security Conclave

e Colombo Security Conclave (CSC) is a mini-lateral regional security framework in
the Indian Ocean Region
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It brings together India and its maritime neighbours to cooperate on common
security challenges such as maritime safety, terrorism, cyber threats and
transnational crime

Initially started as a trilateral maritime security initiative among India, Sri Lanka
and Maldives in 2011; later revived and expanded as the “Colombo Security
Conclave” around 2020

Origin and Evolution

Started as a trilateral Meeting on Maritime Security between India, Sri Lanka and
Maldives in 2011 to coordinate patrols, information-sharing and maritime domain
awareness in the Indian Ocean

The mechanism slowed after 2014 due to political changes and regional frictions
It was revived and rebranded as “Colombo Security Conclave” around 2020, with a
broader agenda beyond only maritime issues

Mauritius joined as a member at the Sth NSA-level meeting in March 2022 in
Maldives

Bangladesh was officially welcomed as the 5th member at the 8th Deputy NSA -
level meeting on 10 July 2024

Seychelles, earlier an observer, was admitted as the 6th member at the 7th NSA -
level meeting in New Delhi on 20 November 2025

Present Membership and Structure (as of November 2025)

Member States
India

Sri Lanka
Maldives
Mauritius
Bangladesh
Seychelles
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India, Israel ink terms of
reference for trade talks

Press Trust of India
TEL AVIV

India and Israel on Thurs-
day inked Terms of Refe-
rence to formally launch
negotiations for a free
trade agreement, Union
Minister Piyush Goyal said.

The ToR include market
access for goods by elimi-
nating tariff and non-tariff
barriers, investment facili-
tation, simplification of
customs procedures, in-
creasing cooperation for
innovation and technology
transfer, and easing norms
to promote trade in servic-
es. “We have signed the
ToRs today. Now we will
soon finalise the dates for
starting the negotiations
for that,” Mr. Goyal said.

He is leading a 60-mem-
ber business delegation to
Israel.

Union Minister Piyush Goyal with Minister of Economy and Industry
of Israel Nir Barkat in Tel Aviv-Yafo on Thursday. X/@PIYUSHGOYAL

He will meet leaders and
businesses to discuss ways
to boost bilateral trade and
investments.

The TOR was signed by
Mr. Goyal and Israeli Eco-
nomy and Industry Minis-
ter Nir Barkat. Mr. Goval

said that the Israeli side has
conveyed that they will not
seek market access in sen-
sitive areas such as dairy,
rice, wheat and sugar.

India is Israel’s second-
largest trading partner in
Asia.

India, Israel ink terms of reference for trade talks

YR, I9RTSH 3 ATUR ardisif & forg ewf 3ife Ypyd W gwner fou

¢ India, Israel ink terms of reference for trade talks
HRd, ORI A HTUR ardisil o g Tr 3iith Y3 IR gxI&R fby
India and Israel on Thursday inked Terms of Reference to formally launch
negotiations for a free trade agreement, Union Minister Piyush Goyal said.

HRA 3R FERTEH A TFAR B T 3T IBIA W R fhT arfes Yo samaR
;mgﬁ?r for sfiuaTies w9 ardf & & o Jo, ﬁumﬁlﬂqmﬂwﬁw|

o The ToR include market access for goods by eliminating tariff and non-tariff barriers,
investment facilitation, simplification of customs procedures, increasing
cooperation for innovation and technology transfer, and easing norms to
promote trade in services.

ToR H 337t & U II9IR Ugd §¢M /R Yewb 3R TR-eb anerrait &l g, faw
e, T e ulsharsit & WRa ST, AR SR RIS gIdiaRol & forg wganT
eI, aw@m&ﬁ%waﬁméﬁésmmﬁaﬂawﬁa%

o “We have signed the ToRs today. Now we will soon finalise the dates for starting the
negotiations for that,” Mr. Goyal said.

“FH 3T ToRs TR BXI1&R fbU &1 316 TH SIeg 81 Al L= A 1 [y sifad &=
30t iad A Hall

e Heis leading a 60-member business delegation to Israel.

I8 FoR1Zd & fod 60-Tewfig =R wfafafersd &1 3da R} |
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o He will meet leaders and businesses to discuss ways to boost bilateral trade and
investments. _ _
I8 Adreit SR gauie Wig! ¥ faer fguela =R iR Faw sgH & adie! W =t
B |

e The TOR was signed by Mr. Goyal and Israeli Economy and Industry Minister Nir
Barkat.
TOR W #t TId 3R SoRISd & sRfcgaw Td I 13 IR Rep1a A gxer favu |

e Mr. Goyal said that the Israeli side has conveyed that they will not seek market
access in sensitive areas such as dairy, rice, wheat and sugar.

£t T = el [ SoRTgel ver 3 gird fvar € b 3 Sadt, =raq, A o A+t s

HaeTier &bl H SToR yg el [ |

e |India is Israel's second-largest trading partner in Asia.

YR TR H $RIS BT g1 W F1

Mizoram govt. completes
biometric enrolment of
58% of Myanmar refugees

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

The Mizoram government
has completed the biomet-
ric enrolment of 58.15% of
the 31,214 asylum seekers
from Myanmar sheltered
across the State’s 11 dis-
tricts, officials in Aizawl
said on Wednesday.

The authorities have al-
so collected the biometric
and biographic data of
10.84% of the 2,354 refu-
gees from Bangladesh’s

Collecting information: The exercise has been affected by slow or
absent Internet connectivity. FILE PHOTO

Chittagong Hill Tracts from the Chittagong Hill Officials in Mizoram said
(CHT), the officials said. Tracts began taking shelter  a majority of the Chin refu-
The exercise has been in Mizoram after a military  gees from Myanmar reside

affected by slow or no In-
ternet connectivity and dif-
ficulty in identifying the re-
fugees living outside the
designated relief camps.
However, the achievement
so far is deemed significant
because of the State go-
vernment’s earlier stand
that collecting the biomet-
rics would amount to “dis-
crimination against people
who are our blood and
kindred brothers and
sisters”.

Chin people from Myan-
mar have been trickling in-
to Mizoram since the mili-
tary coup in the
neighbouring country in
February 2021. The Bawms

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

offensive by the Bangla-
desh armed forces a year
later.

Ethnically related

The Chins and Bawms are
ethnically related to the
majority Mizos of Mizo-
ram. The State also houses
almost 7,000 people dis-
placed by the ethnic con-
flict in Manipur.

The biometric enrol-
ment of refugees from
Myanmar and Bangladesh
began in July, following an
order by the Ministry of
Home Affairs. It is being
carried out through the fo-
reigners’  identification
portal.

in Champbhai district. Most
of the Bawms from the
CHT have taken refuge in
Lawngtlai district.

“Topographical  and
technical issues are ham-
pering the exercise, apart
from slow or absence of In-
ternet connectivity in re-
mote areas along the inter-
national borders. Another
problem is the identifica-
tion of refugees residing
outside the designated re-
lief camps,” a senior Home
Department official said.

Many refugees from
both countries have been
living with their relatives or
friends, or in rental accom-
modations.
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Mizoram govt. completes biometric enrolment of 58% of Myanmar refugees

feRY W@ R 7 WiaR IR & 58% &1 araAfe® Ushtewwor 31 far

Mizoram govt. completes biometric enrolment of 58% of Myanmar refugees
AIRE WHR A TR IR & 58% BT SAMICH Goiidp=or QT fasar

The Mizoram government has completed the biometric enrolment of 58.15% of the
31,214 asylum seekers from Myanmar sheltered across the State’s 11 districts,
officials in Aizawl said on Wednesday.

AIRE WBHR A FUAR DI Fgl for I & 11 [l | 7@ I8 ™R & 31,214 IR
T 58.15% T IR H USIHRUT T R forn T g |

The authorities have also collected the biometric and biographic data of 10.84% of
the 2,354 refugees from Bangladesh’s Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), the officials
said.

STt A Tg +ft FgT b sivee™r & fereTii fgd Saed (CHT) ¥ 31T 2,354
TR & & 10.84% FT IAARE IR SAUTES Sei o T fovar m g

The exercise has been affected by slow or no Internet connectivity and difficulty in
identifying the refugees living outside the de3|gnated relief camps.

T8 Ufehar el a1 SufRUd gexne PAfaefaet iR fuffea Ted ekt & aer e ara
IROMRI Bt Uga™ § HfSATs & HRU GUIAd g5 5

However, the achievement so far is deemed significant because of the State
government s earlier stand that collecting the biometrics would amount to
“discrimination against people who are our blood and kindred brothers and sisters”.

gTdifor, I8 SUdfe Hgayu! dI-! of Xg1 & eifeh Yod IR Ugdl g gt At b
I THa HIAT TAR I Aadt UTST 3R 8+ o fGeh WeHTa” BT

Chin people from Myanmar have been trickling into Mizoram since the military
coup in the neighbouring country in February 2021.

;m%ﬁqwm%aﬁmﬁzomﬁgqﬂwm%m@ﬁsﬁmeﬂ@
|

The Bawms from the Chittagong Hill Tracts began taking shelter in Mizoram after
a military offensive by the Bangladesh armed forces a year later.

fereTil iR @ Sy & aTH UG = Ud aY 91 SiTaTe R b1 TR A1l gRT 90
A A & a6 HSRA H IR0 1 IR B

Ethnically related
ST U & Hafta

The Chins and Bawms are ethnically related to the majority Mizos of Mizoram. The
State also houses almost 7,000 people displaced by the ethnic conflict in Manipur.

Rt 3R ST T RVIRH 3 Sgaierd el 9HerE @ w1dg &0 3 G €1 0
AR & Sty Foef & fwfid a4 7,000 @7 4 @ R B

The biometric enrolment of refugees from Myanmar and Bangladesh began in July,
following an order by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

TR 3R IAACRT & IR BT SRmH Uoiiaur Jars § g HATad & 3MeR &
TG T gl

It is being carried out through the foreigners’ identification portal.
g8 Ui fad=h uga Wida & Tery ¥ &1 el 5

Officials in Mizoram said a majority of the Chin refugees from Myanmar reside in
Champhai district.

fYBINGT 3 PeT i TR & 3w fa TrRumeff Frerd ford & s €1
Most of the Bawms from the CHT have taken refuge in Lawngtlai district.
CHT & 3T §TH RN 3 AT=Taars fore § IR0 &t |
“Topographical and technical issues are hampering the exercise, apart from slow or
absence of Internet connectivity in remote areas along the intemational borders.
Another problem is the identification of refugees residing outside the designated relief
camps,” a senior Home Department official said.
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“SARIT T 137 & U X &l 7 efiedl a1 SrfufRd $exe drfaefadt & srar,
WMHIE SR TH-IP! JURTE Ufchar & 9141 S @ & | U SfR 91 g § o
Freiia e RIfaRT & 918 X8 I8 IR &t uga™ &1 gf¥wd 8, T8 faum & 0
aRg SfYHRY 3 Fall

¢ Many refugees from both countries have been living with their relatives or friends, or
in rental accommodations.

gﬁq‘féﬁzﬁ@raﬂqa’—é
|

Loan approved by the
ADB to upgrade
Pakistan's power grid

will receive a $330
million loan to upgrade
its energy grid, which will help hydropower
reach cities, the Asian Development Bank
said. The country faces chronic power
outages, and soaring electricity costs. arp

TR 3= RedeR) a1 Srdl & 1y, a1l & Al | 38 @

Loan approved by the ADB to upgrade Pakistan’s
power grid

P UTaR s &) 39 HA & U TSl gRy
Tpd BT

e Loan approved by the ADB to upgrade Pakistan’s power grid
Ui i UTaR IS &1 Fofd A o foll TStell gRT Wighd Ul

e 330 in $ million. Pakistan will receive a $330 million loan to
upgrade its energy grid, which will help hydropower reach cities,
the Asian Development Bank said.

330 Ao STaR | TTfdsea= 31Ut Suif e &1 Iod e & forw
330 e STaR &1 0T U ST, R Siafdggd el db
uga # Heg o, TR o 9% 3 o)

The country faces chronic power outages, and soaring electricity costs.

9 TR footeft et 3R Tga fosiel <NTd BT I+ 3R BT B |

Membership

* 19 from outside the region

Major shareholders

» Total members: 68 countries
* 49 from the Asia-Pacific region

Asian Development Bank (ADB)

e Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional multilateral development bank
established in 1966 to promote economic growth, poverty reduction, and
regional cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region.

e [ts headquarters is in Manila, Philippines.

e [t works mainly through providing loans, grants, technical assistance, and policy
advice to developing member countries.

* India is a founding member of ADB (1966)

 Japan and the United States (largest shareholders)
* China, India, and Australia (significant shareholders)
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Objectives of ADB

* Promote sustainable economic development

* Reduce poverty through inclusive growth

* Support infrastructure development

» Strengthen social sector and human development

* Improve climate resilience and environmental protection
* Enhance regional connectivity and trade facilitation

4. Key Focus Areas
ADB's current strategy is guided by “Strategy 2030”, which focuses on:

* Tackling climate change and enhancing climate resilience
* Promoting inclusive economic growth

» Advancing gender equality

* Supporting urban development and smart cities

* Enhancing rural development and food security

* Strengthening health systems (post-COVID reforms)

* Improving digital infrastructure and e-governance

ADB has committed that by 2030, at least 75% of its operations will support climate action
and environmental sustainability.

VIENNA IAEA passes resolution demanding Iran’s
cooperation on nuclear sites

IAEA passes resolution demanding : .
Iran’s cooperation on nuclear sites UIHTY] Gl TR SR & TEANT Bl AT B
, ~ EUIAEA 4 wRaTa uiiva fsar

e  The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
Board on Thursday passed a resolution demanding Iran’s
full cooperation and access to nuclear sites.

AR &1 3 AT 351t Toivl (IAEA) 1S A T
TR TR fa forem 1 & of JganT $iR 3% wRT
RAl I Ugd &1 A Bl TS|

e Iran rejected it, accusing Western nations of
politicising the agency.

R A U WINS I fedn 3R ufdedt G0 R Toiet
The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) Board on Thursday Tﬁﬁrﬂﬁa; a’qﬁ G2l 3-|'|ﬁ'q AT

passed a resolution demanding Iran’s full cooperation and access to . The IAEA | , iched . tockpil

nuclear sites. Iran rejected it, accusing Western nations of e says Iran's e_nrlc e uran!um s O_C’ pie
politicising the agency. The IAEA says Iran’s enriched uranium nears weapons-grade, urging renewed mSp(?Ct'onS-
stockpile nears weapons-grade, urging renewed inspections. AFP IAEA DT bl % ﬁ? gq Gl W q\iﬁtn:[ HSI®R Fﬁuﬂ-

\ US TR F PUd UG X6 §, SHICIY A3 ofid Y HTaRaHdl
|
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GS Paper III: Economy, S&T, Environment, DM, &IS

TOPICS COVERED 21_11_2025

Economy

In pre-Budget meet, trade unions seek inheritance tax, higher corporate
tax

g-mawﬁagqﬁuﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ%w%wsﬁvﬁﬁdﬁz%waﬂm

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

YRT &1 T UTa 3R AT $Y, SHPHT SHIAT gl Ut

Eight core sectors put up worst ever show in 14 months

316 BR Aacd 1 14 AT & Iad W19 yee foar
S&T

Pharmacogenomics: reading genes to tailor prescriptions for
individuals

B IsAIReR: sfdadl & fie srggfera qarsif og i uean

What are Acanthosis nigricans and how it may be a warning sign for
prediabetes and diabetes?

TH AR ATeRie=a o1 8 oik ug Mermfadiv vd srfadis &1 Jdara
Tobd B ) AHdT 82

Environment

At COP, India seeks ‘just transition mechanism’

COP H, HIRd A ¥ o AT Ht 7T Bt

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

YRT &1 T UTA 3R AT FY, SHPT SHIT g3 Ut
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Why are stone quarries expanding in Kerala?

3 A TR P W i 9¢ T8l 872

In pre-Budget meet, trade
unions seek inheritance
tax, higher corporate tax

NEW DELHI

Leaders of various trade
unions met Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man here on Thursday for
the customary pre-Budget
consultations and submit-
ted a memorandum de-
manding that resource mo-
bilisation has to be done by
increasing corporate tax
and wealth tax and intro-
ducing inheritance tax in-
stead of burdening com-
mon masses with the
Goods and Services Tax on
essential food items and
medicine.

They urged Ms. Sithara-
man to raise the ceiling of
income tax for salaried
classes and remove the
ceiling on gratuity. While
10 Central Trade Unions
submitted a joint memo-
randum, the Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh presented
a set of demands
separately.

The trade union leaders
urged the Finance Minister
to focus on improving the
purchasing power of the
common people in the
country and to make ef-
forts to enhance the dom-
estic demand. They said
the tax structure could be
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Customary meet: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman with
representatives of trade unions in New Delhi on Thursday. ANI

changed to help the work-
ing people and the cover-
age of social security me-
chanisms must be
expanded looking at the
overall insecurity in socie-
ty. They said wage agree-
ments were not imple-
mented even in public
undertakings, and asked
the Centre to increase
spending in the social
sector.

On scheme workers

On the status of about one
crore scheme workers in
the country, the BMS mem-
orandum said the Union
and State governments
must recognise these work-
ers as its staff considering
the permanent and essen-
tial nature of their duties.
“We suggest that until reg-
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ularisation is done, the go-
vernment should increase
their honorarium, which
has not been revised since
2018 despite significant in-
flation,” the BMS said. The
unions said in their memo-
randum that the 45th In-
dian Labour Conference
had recommended “work-
er status” for all scheme
workers, but it was not im-
plemented yet.

They noted that the
wealth inequality in the
country has reached “an
obscene level”. Demand-
ing that the new pension
scheme be scrapped and
the old pension scheme
restored, they said the mi-
nimum provident pension
must be enhanced from
IL,000 to ¥9,000 and it
should be linked with DA.
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In pre-Budget meet, trade unions seek inheritance tax, higher corporate tax

TH-aoic 35® # 28 gATA] A 3T TR 3R I= HIURE TH P AT Bt

e |n pre-Budget meet, trade unions seek inheritance tax, higher corporate tax
H-goic 93% A 28 gATA! A 3TeRT TR 3R I BIURE T Bt [T Bt

e Leaders of various trade unions met Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
here on Thursday for the customary pre-Budget consultations and submitted a
memorandum demanding that resource mobilisation has to be done by increasing
corporate tax and wealth tax and introducing inheritance tax instead of
burdening common masses with the Goods and Services Tax on essential food
items and medicine.
faftrsr ¢ gl & Adrsh 3 TeaR &I ety o w3t faear Waraor 3 uruRs -
gore faaR-farsf & fore gareId &1 3R Ue 19 IiaT Fors | 1 173 fob e Slem
¥ forg HIIRe ST 3R A 9 TGN ST 3R SRR ¢a @] fhar o, = fs 3y
ST TR SHTaRT S WM UGt 3R garsft R Siuwet &1 gt ST S|

e They urged Ms. Sitharaman to raise the ceiling of income tax for salaried classes and
remove the ceiling on gratuity.
I et HaRA ¥ daTHRT o & Y S8 o &t W1 Jg SR Uzt Bl
1 g &7 g faba

o  While 10 Central Trade Unions submitted a joint memorandum, the Bharatiya
Mazdoor Sangh (BMS) presented a set of demands separately.
TR 10 Ho1T <8 GG = Tgad U T, 96! WRHR Helgr TY (BMS) = 3T &
AT &1 Ueh Ae U [T |

e The trade union leaders urged the Finance Minister to focus on improving the
purchasing power of the common people in the country and to make efforts to
enhance the domestic demand.
2 gy Adrelt A fod o3 O SR H S A &t 5 Wiad | YR TR S o 3R W,
HIT Sig™ & YA R BT 3{TE fobd|

e They said the tax structure could be changed to help the working people and the
coverage of social security mechanisms must be expanded looking at the overall
insecurity in society.
Igi1 Bl fob IR TR B! HTHRI Bt e o fo1T Faal S bl § SR TS | dgat
SRIRE P! < gU ATHISIh IRET o7 o fawR foar s =gl

o They said wage agreements were not implemented even in public undertakings, and
asked the Centre to increase spending in the social sector.
ITH HET o Aao-e IuhA! § 1t - THSd AR el by T 3R g & FHIoIS
&3 U Td Ig™ & AR S|

On scheme workers

W THd IR

e On the status of about one crore scheme workers in the country, the BMS
memorandum said the Union and State governments must recognise these workers
as its staff considering the permanent and essential nature of their duties.

SR H T TS RIS WY Iy Bt (U TR, BMS M0 A &gl fb &g SR I
BRI Bl 37 YWD DY I B! B! WA R TP Upid B 37d U U=
WH & T4 T ARG &1 A1

o “We suggest that until regularisation is done, the government should increase their
honorarium, which has not been revised since 2018 despite significant inflation,” the
BMS said.

&9 A 2d ¢ fob Fafirdienor 817 0 IWBR &I ST AT dgHT a1y, O 2018
Y Aoyl 7S & STaele IR 81 fowan AT §,” BMS 3 el
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e The unions said in their memorandum that the 45th Indian Labour Conference had
recommended “worker status” for all scheme workers, but it was not implemented yet.

AT A 30 109 8 gl [ 4581 YR 9| I e A 9l Y 36l &I g
Wew 31 o R ot ff, A 51 st a6 oy =1 fear mar g1

e They noted that the wealth inequality in the country has reached “an obscene level”.
I Jeer bl b S=1 A o SIGHIAT “Teh HUleh? TR R Ugd T8 2|

e Demanding that the new pension scheme be scrapped and the old pension

scheme restored, they said the minimum provident pension must be enhanced from
%1,000 to %9,000 and it should be linked with DA.

I AT &1 fb A3 U TS B! JHIE a1 SY 3R R U= QST 6! §8Td
%W%T;Tq, U1 <g7an Hfas fAf oeM &1 21,000 § 9gTHR 29,000 a1 ST 3R S8 DA
ST WY

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

1sheries and aquaculture are among India’s
F fastest-growing food-producing sectors,

playing a vital role in livelihoods, nutrition,
and trade. Over the decades, India has witnessed
remarkable growth in aquatic food production
that is driven by technological innovation,
institutional support and proactive policy
measures. Yet, the sector faces critical challenges.
Overfishing, habitat degradation, water pollution
and climate change are straining aquatic
ecosystems. Small-scale fishers and farmers often
lack access to finance, technology and markets,
while poor traceability and inadequate
post-harvest measures limit taping of the best
export and domestic market potential and
compromise food security.

On World Fisheries Day 2025 (November 21),
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ) calls for a renewed
commitment to India’s Blue Revolution and
supports the Government of India’s theme this
year, which is “India’s Blue Transformation:
Strengthening Value Addition in Seafood
Exports”.

India’s growth in fisheries and aquaculture
According to the FAO State of World Fisheries and
Aquaculture (SOF1A) 2024, global capture
fisheries produced 92.3 million tonnes in 2022,
while aquaculture reached a record 130.9 million
tonnes, valued at $313 billion. India contributed
10.23 million tonnes of aquatic animals, making it
the world’s second-largest aquaculture producer.

India’s aquatic food production, encompassing
capture fisheries and aquaculture, has risen from
2.44 million tonnes in the 1980s to 17.54 million
tonnes in 2022-23. Aquaculture has emerged as
one of the key driver of this growth, reflecting
sectoral modernisation through advanced
technologies, infrastructure and institutional
support.

Agencies such as the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) fisheries institutes,
Marine Products Export Development Authority,
and National Fisheries Development Board have
promoted innovation and best practices, while
the Coastal Aquaculture Authority has regulated
coastal aquaculture activities to ensure

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

is the Food and

Agriculture
Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ)
Representative in
India and part of
Team UN in India

The FAO is
committed to
guiding India’s
Blue Revolution
toward a
resilient and
inclusive future

environmental compliance. The private sector
has expanded investments from hatcheries to
exports, reinforcing value chain efficiency.

The past decade has ushered in a new phase of
transformation, beginning with India’s Blue
Revolution initiative and advancing under the
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana
(PMMSY). These programmes have driven
production growth, particularly in inland and
brackish water aquaculture, while improving
safety, regulation, and resilience in fisheries.

Key reforms include vessel transponders for
fisher safety, digital and credit inclusion through
the Kisan Credit Card, and the establishment of
Matsya Seva Kendras for integrated support. The
Climate-Resilient Coastal Fishermen Villages
Programme and the draft National Fisheries
Policy 2020 are positive developments.

The FAO’s support across India

The FAO has been a long-standing partner in
India’s fisheries and aquaculture journey,
supporting the country’s transition toward
sustainability and resilience. The FAO's decades
of collaboration with India have shaped policy,
strengthened institutions, and advanced
innovation in the sector.

The FAO's collaboration with India began with
the Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP), one of
FAO’s earliest regional small-scale fisheries
initiatives. The FAO, through BOBP, has
supported the Government of India in improving
small-scale fishing technologies, strengthening
sea safety, and enhancing post-harvest
management.

The FAO’s Bay of Bengal Large Marine
Ecosystem (BOBLME) project strengthened
India’s efforts to balance fisheries and
conservation, supporting the Ecosystem
Approach to Fisheries Management (EAFM), and
National Plans of Action to combat Illlegal,
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing, a
major threat to marine ecosystems and
sustainable fisheries, conserve endangered
species and sustain small-scale fisheries.

To support India’s rapid strides in the field of
aquaculture, the FAO is supporting a Global
Environment Facility (GEF)-funded project in

Andhra Pradesh on ‘Transforming Aquaculture to
a Sustainable, Reduced Footprint and
Climate-Resilient Food System’, guided by
Guidelines for Sustainable Aquaculture (GSA) and
Ecosystem Approach to Aquaculture (EAA)
principles. The project aims to support the
Department of Fisheries, Government of Andhra
Pradesh, in promoting climate-resilient,
sustainable aquaculture, benefiting the State and
serving as a model for India to take forward the
government’s Blue Revolution.

As part of the aquatic value chain,
strengthening of fishing ports and fishing
harbours is also one of the main thrust areas of
the Government of India. A Technical
Cooperation Programme (TCP) of the FAO
intends to assist the Government of India to
strengthen the technical capacities of fishing
ports to address main environmental, social and
economic challenges that affect the aquatic value
chain. Two pilot fishing ports, specifically
Vanakbara (Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar
Haveli and Diu without legislation) and Jakhau in
Gujarat, will benefit from this TCP that will
provide them with specific strategic and
operational tools to identify and formulate
investments projects, whose implementation
would address main challenges.

Focus on sustainability

India’s fisheries and aquaculture sectors are on a
promising trajectory. Yet, sustainability must
remain central. Managing fishing efforts through
science-based stock assessments, promoting
co-managed Monitoring Control and Surveillance
(MCS) to curb IUU fishing, following Guidelines
for Sustainable Aquaculture and embedding
ecosystem-based approaches are key priorities.
Strengthening certification, traceability, and
digital tools — while ensuring inclusivity for
smallholders — will enhance competitiveness in
domestic and global markets.

The FAO remains committed to supporting
India’s journey toward sustainable aquatic food
systems, ensuring food and nutritional security,
and reducing environmental and climate
footprints, guiding India’s Blue Revolution toward
a resilient and inclusive future.

YRT B A UTA 3R Tl HiW, THHT SUIAT §3MT ARF

e India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

HRA B T UTA 3R T PV, SHBT SHRAT gof TR

e Fisheries and aquaculture are among India’s fastest-growing food-producing sectors,

playing a vital role in livelihoods, nutrition, and trade.
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TR UTeH SR el $Y HRA & Tad doll I 96 TE-3ATGH &3l 1 §, S SHofifadT,
TIv0T 3R TR § Ayl YffeT Ay €1

Over the decades, India has withessed remarkable growth in aquatic food production
that is driven by technological innovation, institutional support and proactive policy
measures.

ERIH! H, YR 3 SIdd W JdTeT § Seaa-ig gig ol 8, O daiie! TR,
HRINTA ga SR Ffehg Hifa Iurdi 7 3 g B |

Yet, the sector faces critical challenges. Overfishing, habitat degradation, water
pollution and climate change are straining aquatic ecosystems.

o 1, I% &= Tyt T T R 38T 8 | MA-HDelt U, AN 8, Sd
TGUUT 3R STerarg uRadH stelig miRkfRufde o R <ald S1d 3% ]|

Small-scale fishers and farmers often lack access to finance, technology and
markets, while poor traceability and inadequate post-harvest measures limit taping of
the best export and domestic market potential and compromise food security.

B WR & AGSHRI 3R fHaH! & I {94, dh-d IR SORI B B 5, e BRI
Safaferet 3R st waa-uyTa Sur fafd SR TR SR &Fdl &1 Hiid #d § 3R
T YR Y TR Fa B

On World Fisheries Day 2025 (November 21), the FAO calls for renewed

commitment to India’s Blue Revolution and supports the Government’s theme
“India’s Blue Transformation: Strengthening Value Addition in Seafood Exports”.

fay v faaw 2025 (21 AdER) TR FAO A URd &1 & Ralegqz= & ufd Fu Rk 9
TfaaGdl Bt AR BT 3R WBR Bt A7 a1 & e ioem: It vieH fafa & gea
Faeq Yeg ST &1 9w fean

India’s growth in fisheries and aquaculture

HH Ored+

3R ooty P # YR ot gfs

According to the FAO SOFIA 2024, global capture fisheries produced 92.3 million
tonnes in 2022, while aquaculture reached a record 130.9 million tonnes valued at
$313 billion.

FAO SOFIA 2024 & 3R, 2022 ¥ affd F=R Rt &1 Iare 92.3 faferaa &=
mmwno.gﬁrﬁmﬂﬂ%ﬁﬁ TR W ugdl, ot ®igd $313
|

India contributed 10.23 million tonnes, making it the world’s second-largest
aquaculture producer.

YR 7 10.23 FIfRra= e arreF faran, R g gferar &1 gaRT Ta 981 Soliy oy
JATGP d-T|

India’s aquatic food production rose from 2.44 million tonnes (1980s) to 17.54
million tonnes (2022-23).

YRA &1 STel1g W IATET 1980 & SRP & 2.44 Fuferas &7 9 dgde 202223 A
17.54 fafera= e 81

Aquaculture has emerged as a key driver of this growth, reflecting sectoral
modernisation through advanced technologies, infrastructure and institutional
support.

S P 39 GG BT & RS DR SR 5, Ol 39 adb-1db!, gFame! gid SR
TRIFTT THY & T § &5 SyfAdisur & guiar g1

Agencies such as ICAR fisheries institutes, MPEDA, and National Fisheries
Development Board promoted innovation and best practices.

ICAR 7RI TR, MPEDA, 3IR P14 A fdo¥ a1 A 7aeR $fR Farad wursif
&1 Fgral fdan g

The Coastal Aquaculture Authority regulated coastal aquaculture for environmental
compliance.

TG ST HiY Wfrewor 3 ToiaRulig sruTe gHEd oA & g adla odia i
! fafafira forar|
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Private sector investment expanded from hatcheries to exports, strengthening the
value chain.

st & & faw 3 gaRal @ e ot de fawar e, o/ gea e aored g3 |
The Blue Revolution and PMMSY ushered in transformation in production,
especially inland and brackish water aquaculture.

& fYaregR SR PMMSY 7 faRly &0 § ofdd=ia $iR @R U & o $ §
gRacH @

Key reforms include vessel transponders, Kisan Credit Card inclusion, Matsya Seva
Kendras, Climate-Resilient Fishermen Villages Programme, and draft National
Fisheries Policy 2020.

T GURI # Ui giadie, fam thige ®Te THIaRH, Al ¥l g, Siadig-adiar
HZSHRT T HTIsHH, 3R HHIGT AP A& Il 2020 A Bl

FAO’s support across India
YRd | FAO &1 90

FAO has been a long-standing partner in India’s fisheries and aquaculture journey.
FAO YRd P! Ael 3R Sei1d $iY I6T § oS JHT F VIR W7 |

The FAO began collaboration through the Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP),
supporting small-scale fishing technologies, sea safety and post-harvest
management.

FAO = ST & WTS! STd%HH (BOBP) & HILHH I TgdN U= foha, oM B dum
B! AB dh-1ah!, T GREM 3R HUa-uyTd Tee & T faar|

The BOBLME project strengthened conservation efforts and action against lllegal,
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing.

BOBLME AT 3 TRefur yar 3R srae, 3rquf, 3R sif~afia (uu) ot
THeA & A Sl &1 Aeigd faa|

FAO is supporting a GEF-funded aquaculture project in Andhra Pradesh on
sustainable, climate-resilient aquaculture guided by GSA and EAA principles.

FAO 3% USRI & GEF-THifd Seita iy aRae T gRT Idd, Saarg-ardia siad
SN P 9graT S QT 8, B GSA 3R EAA Rigidl grT Anfelia fbar s 1

FAQO’s Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) helps strengthen fishing ports
such as Vanakbara and Jakhau to address environmental, social and economic
challenges.

FAO &1 dP-ild! TgURT HRIHH (TCP) TAHEART 3R TRATS, oY HJell §ae! ol
ggiaRuflg, Il SR e gfaal ¥ e &t emar UeH ol g

Focus on sustainability
Hdddl UR &1+

India’s fisheries and aquaculture are on a promising path but sustainability must
remain central.

YR &I A 3R T HY Yi1fd W g, Afh Tadat &1 g H 94 3§11 A1
Priorities include science-based stock assessments, co-managed Monitoring
Control and Surveillance (MCS), controlling IUU fishing, and ecosystem-based
approaches.

A dredl H fag-SeiRd Wid $fidbe, T8-Usidd MCS, IUU Hodl Udhe IR
forrn, iR TiifRufaet-snemia ef¥ior nfira 71

Strengthening certification, traceability, digital tools and ensuring inclusivity for
smallholders will enhance competitiveness.

THuHE, SRR, fefed Suamun 3R B¢ IadTee! o1 THTafRrar ufawasf seh|
The FAO remains committed to supporting India’s journey toward sustainable aquatic
food systems, food and nutritional security, and reduced climate footprint.

FAO YR P! Tdd STcid WTe TUITeR, Wl 9 TNUT JR&MT, 3R Sarg WHId e & aE

o1 gAY B3 & fore ufdeg 2
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It aims to guide India’s Blue Revolution toward a resilient and inclusive future.

FAO &1 38%4

HATEI

YRA B &,

Eight core sectors
put up worst ever
show in 14 months

Flat trajectory in October as growth in steel, cement, fertilisers, refinery

products balanced out by contractions in coal, power, natural gas, crude

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

rowth in industrial
G activity in the eight

core sectors of the
economy remained flat in
October 2025, the worst
performance in 14 months,
according to official data.

Growth in the Index of
Eight Core Industries stood
at 0% in October 2025,
down from 3.8% in Octob-
er of the previous year and
3% in September this year.
October’s performance is
the worst since August last
year, when the index had
contracted 1.5%.

The eight core indus-
tries — coal, crude oil, nat-
ural gas, refinery products,
fertilisers, steel, cement
and electricity — together
account for 40.27% of the
Index for Industrial Pro-
duction (IIP).

The flat trajectory in Oc-
tober was primarily due to
growth in the steel, ce-
ment, fertilisers and refin-
ery products sectors being
balanced out by contrac-
tions in the coal, electrici-
ty, natural gas, and crude
oil sectors.

The steel sector grew

Flop show: Growth in the Index of Eight Core Industries plunged to
0% in Oct. 2025 from 3.8% in the previous year. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

6.7% in October 2025,
which, although the se-
cond-highest among the
eight core sectors, was a
six-month low for the steel
sector.

The cement sector grew
by 5.3% in October 2025,
faster than the 3.1% growth
in October last year as well
as the 5% growth in Sep-
tember 2025.

The fertiliser sector
grew the fastest among the
eight core sectors, at 7.4%
in October 2025, the fastest
in seven months. The refin-
ery products sector grew
4.6% in October 2025, the
sector’s best performance
in nine months.

On the other hand, the
coal sector contracted

8.5% this October, coming
on the back of a period of
prolonged monsoons and
the onset of cooler weath-
er, which translated to a
subdued demand for pow-
er and contributed to low-
er mining activity.

The natural gas sector
also slumped 5%, its worst
performance in seven
months, whilst production
of crude oil declined 1.2%.

Chief economist at rat-
ings agency ICRA Aditi
Nayar said given the dete-
rioration in the perfor-
mance of the mining and
electricity segments, the
IIP growth could ease to
about 2.5-3.5% in October
from the 4% seen in Sep-
tember.

EARSEIC RN

At Hfass ot ik Anfelfa

Eight core sectors put up
worst ever show in 14
months

316 HR Jaed 1 14 WAL
o g9 @R UexiA fHar

Flat trajectory in October as
growth in steel, cement, fertilisers,
refinery products balanced out by
contractions in coal, power, natural
gas, crude
SR T Wi, dide, Id,
ﬁruﬂ?r—m S 3fs ! P,
fyorelt, wrpfa® v, v= da o
fRmEe 3 Sdferd o fean, o gfs
RR I
. Growth in industrial activity
in the eight core sectors of the
economy remained flat in October
2025, the worst performance in 14
months, according to official data.

ATABING 3! & AR,
AT 2025 T 313 DR &A1 B!
e Tfafafe fRR 8, S 14
eI BT e VRIS V&R g

) Growth in the Index of Eight
Core Industries stood at 0% in
October 2025, down from 3.8% in
October of the previous year and
3% in September this year.

FTER 2025 H TS B AT
ISP DI s 0% a1, S s
Y SfFEER & 3.8% AR TH Y
RdR & 3% A FA ¢
. October’s performance is
the worst since August last year,
when the index had contracted
1.5%.

3AgeR &1 Ve fU3d a9 ofd &
TG T WIS ¢, IS DD 1.5%
ISESRERIRI

. The eight core industries —

coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, fertilisers, steel, cement and electricity
— together account for 40.27% of the Index for Industrial Production (IIP).

TS HR I

— P, = ad, Tpfae 19, Rergast

fasTell — IR 1P &1 40.27% R s B

e The flat trajectory in October was primarily due to growth in the steel, cement, fertilisers and

refinery products sectors being balanced out by contractions in the coal, electricity, natural

gas and crude oil sectors.

| FRRRAI o1 SR Wi, e, 3de, et Sarg 85 o gfs &1 wiaar, faered,

tnqo‘f?mﬁw Pl dd &3 | TRmae § Afard g ATl

TG, Sdvw, Wi, Wde 3R
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The steel sector grew 6.7% in October 2025, which, although the second-highest among the
eight core sectors, was a six-month low for the steel sector.

AR 2025 T W &7 P! I 6.7% o1, Sl 316 HR &7 T gIRt qad 34 off, a1 Wha
&= o 7T o8 HEHI BT Ferer &R Tl

The cement sector grew by 5.3% in October 2025, faster than the 3.1% growth in October last
year as well as the 5% growth in September 2025.

3fager 2025 H Wi &5 5.3% 9aT1, of Usa auf Sfager & 3.1% 3R RideR 2025 F 5%
31fere gl

The fertiliser sector grew the fastest among the eight core sectors, at 7.4% in October 2025,
the fastest in seven months.

2%ragav2025ﬁ'3?=hﬂ?83’z’7.4% a1, S 3176 R & 7 Tad vl 3R Id qei-1 § S=a gfg

I

The refinery products sector grew 4.6% in October 2025, the sector’s best performance in
nine months.

SATER 2025 T RGBTSR IaTE &8 4.6% T, S A HeH! H SUHT JI9S YeH g1

On the other hand, the coal sector contracted 8.5% this October, coming on the back of a
period of prolonged monsoons and the onset of cooler weather, which translated to subdued
demand for power and contributed to lower mining activity.

G R, 39 SfagaR U BT &7 | 8.5% $I IRIae &ngﬁﬁaa“rwaﬁmah?a@ﬁw
I YB3 & DRUI foTell B HH AT 3R HH G Tafaf 3 Fei o

The natural gas sector also slumped 5%, its worst performance in seven months, whilst
production of crude oil declined 1.2%.

T Taed A9 & it 5% fRT, S T1d HEH! &1 Ta WR1E TR AT, Sfdfds Fad dd &1 Sdred
1.2% YTl

Chief economist at ratings agency ICRA Aditi Nayar said given the deterioration in the
performance of the mining and electricity segments, the IIP growth could ease to about 2.5-
3.5% in October from the 4% seen in September.

ICRA &1 T 3Rt Sifefa TR = Fgt fos &= 3R faerett &= & fiRtae &1 gwd gu P
IS RIdR & 4% T TeHR o T 2.5-3.5% I THal g
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Pharmacogenomics: reading genes to
tailor prescriptions for individuals

Unlike traditional medicine’s one

-all approach, the field recognises that

netic differences can dramatically alter how our bodies metabolise and respond to di

represents a fundamental shift in how we think about drug therapy from treating populations to treating indi

iduals, from trial-and-error to precision medication

Renu Yadav

he old medical advice to “start

low and go slow” reflects a

fundamental challenge in

healthcare: the same drug at
the same dose can heal one patient while
harming another. For decades, physicians
have prescribed medications based on
population averages, essentially
conducting a trial-and-error experiment
with each patient. Today,

THE GIST

v

Pharmacogenomics examines
how genetic variations affect
an individual’s response to
medications, determining
whether a drug will be
effective, ineffective, or even
dangerous for a particular
person. Studies show that

pharmacogenomics is rewriting this script approximately 90% of people
by revealing how our genes influence carry at least one actionable
drug response, transforming medication pharmacogenetic variant
prescribing from guesswork to precision. -

Pharmacogenomics examines how
genetic variations affect an individual’s
response to medications, determining
whether a drug will be effective,
ineffective, or even dangerous for a
particular person. Mostly, this variability
arises from differences in
drug-metabolising enzymes, particularly
the cytochrome P450 (CYP) family, which
processes approximately 75% of
commonly prescribed medications.

Genetic variations in these enzymes
create different metaboliser phenotypes.
A “poor metaboliser” with low functional
enzyme activity may accumulate toxic
drug leve]s from standard doses, while an

iser” with
enzyme activity may receive no
therapeutic benefit. These aren’t rare
genetic quirks. Studies show that
approxlmalely 90% of people carry at
least one ph:

Big advances: Pharmacogenomics is rewriting the script by revealing how genes influence drug response, transforming medication prescribing from
guesswork to precision.GETTY IMAGES

activation and significantly higher risks of
cardiovascular events including stent
thrombosis. Reflecting this evidence, the
2022 Clinical Pharmacogenetics
Implementation Consortium (CPIC)

now recommend alternative

variant. The clinical unphcauons are
profound: genetic factors contribute
significantly to adverse drug reactions
(ADRs), which rank among the leading
causes of hospitalisation and death in
developed nations.

Real-world impact

The translation of pharmacogenomics
from the laboratory to the clinic, has
begun to deliver measurable gains across
diverse areas of medicine. A clear
example is Warfarin, a widely prescribed
blood thinner with a notoriously narrow
therapeutic window. Genetic variants in
the CYP2C9 and VKORCI genes account
for approximately 50% of the variation in

antiplatelet agents for CYP2C19 poor
metabolizers undergoing percutaneous
coronary intervention.
Beyond cardiology, psychiatry has also
emerged as a fertile ground for
ic i ion. Many

Healthcare systems recognise that

pharmacogenomlc testing for specific

even one serious
adverse reaction often offsets the
cost of testing multiple patients

To assess this value, experts use a
framework that considers several factors,
such as severity and cost of side-effects,
the frequency of geneuc variants in the
i of alternative

antidepressants and antipsychotics are
extensively metabolised by CYP2D6 and
CYP2C19. The genetic variants in these
enzymes can profoundly influence drug
levels and side effects. Pre-emptive
pharmacogenomic testing in psychiatric
patients has demonstrated reduced
adverse drug reactions, improved
symptom control, and decreased
healthcare costs. Oncology, too is
advancing rapidly under the

drugs, and mnge of

, coverage remains
inconsistent across payers and
jurisdictions. Meanwhile, regulatory
pathways continue to evolve: over 100
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) drug
labels now contain pharmacogenomic
information, yet the clinical implications
of these labels vary as some offer
actionable recommendations while others
are merely informative statements.

Finally, cultural and msmuuonal

i should not be

influenced by variations. However, the
cost-effectiveness of pharmacogenomic
testing varies slgmﬁcandy across different
clinical settings.

Changing prescribing practices requires
not just evidence but also trusted
implementation frameworks, local

systems recognise that p ing even

and inistrative support.
Enc i where i

one serious adverse drug reaction often
offsets the cost of testing multiple
patients.

Implementation challenges

these programmes demonstrate that
systematic approaches addressing
education, infrastructure, and workflow
integration can successfully overcome
these barriers.

Warfarin dose requirements. Patients pharmacogenomics lens. Despite compelhng scientific evldence,

carrying certain variants may need only phar still faces The path forward

one-third of the standard dose to achieve The economic equation barriers towards widespread clinical The future of pharmacogenomics lies in
therapeutic effect. The economic case for adoption. A 2023 scoping review pre-emptive testing strategies, where

Pharmacogenomic-guided dosing
algorithms that incorporate these genetic
markers have demonstrated improving
outcomes, reducing adverse bleeding

pharmacogenomics lies in balancing the
upfront cost of genetic testing with
long-term savings achieved through fewer
adverse events and improved therapeutic

identified knowledge gaps among
healthcare providers as the primary
obstacle. Most physicians and
pharmacists receive minimal

genetic information is obtained before a
medication is needed and remains
available throughout a patient’s
healthcare journey.

risks and helping patients reach outcomes. Over the past decade, genetic pharmacogenomic education in training, Ultimately, pharmacogenomics

therapeutic levels faster than traditional testing costs have fallen dramatically i.e. leaving them ill-equipped to order, represents a fundamental shift in how we

trial and error dosing methods. from thousands of dollars to roughly interpret, and apply genetic test results. think about drug therapy from treating
In cardiovascular medicine, $200-500 for comprehensive panels Beyond education, infrastructure populations to treating individuals, from

Clopidogrel, a cornerstone antiplatelet
drug used after heart attacks and stenting,

today. Yet the true value of
pharmacogenomics extends far beyond

limitations compound this challenge;
many electronic health record systems

reactive care to proactive prevention,
fmm ma[ -and-error to precision

provides another compelling example. the price. Economic analyses consistently | lack adequate decisis ipport tools to . The prescription, quite
The drug requires activation by the show that genetic-guided prescription is integrate pharmacogenomic data into literally, is written in our genes: we are
CYP2CI9 enzyme. Patients with cost effective for several drug-gene pairs, prescribing workflows. now learning how to read it.

loss-of-function CYP2C19 variants,
particularly CYP2C19*2 (found in 25-30%
of the population), exhibit reduced drug

particularly in chronic disease where
patients require long-term medication
management.

Reimbursement uncertainty creates
additional hesitation. While some health
systems and insurers cover

(Dr. Renu Yadav is senior demonstrator,
PGIMER, Chandigarh.
gomailtorenu@gmail.com)

Despite compelling scientific
evidence, pharmacogenomics
still faces substantial barriers
towards widespread clinical
adoption. Knowledge gaps,
minimal training, infrastructure
limitations, reimbursement
uncertainty are some of the
barriers

v

The economic case for
pharmacogenomics liesin
balancing the upfront cost of
genetic testing with long-term
savings achieved through
fewer adverse events and
improved therapeutic
outcomes. Future of
pharmacogenomics liesin
pre-emptive testing strategies,
where genetic information is
obtained before a medication
is needed and remains
available throughout a
patient's healthcare journey

Pharmacogenomics: reading genes to tailor prescriptions for individuals

GBS HGE: sfel & fog srgfed garsit 3q ois g

e Pharmacogenomics: reading genes to tailor prescriptions for individuals

aarsff gq i

Uel

¢ Unlike traditional medicine’s one-size-fits-all approach, the field recognises that
genetic differences can dramatically alter how our bodies metabolise and respond
to drugs; it represents a fundamental shift in how we think about drug therapy from
treating populations to treating individuals, from trial-and-error to precision
medication.

IRURS fafdre & aH-A1e9-Mhey-3ifa eRHI & fausid, I8 & Al & f&
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The old medical advice to “start low and go slow” reflects a fundamental challenge in
healthcare: the same drug at the same dose can heal one patient while harming
another.

“FH Y = B 3R - ¢ St R i geme W SayTd &t Ue Hifcds
T & quIfel 3: T 7@, T G U TS B ST DR Wl § Sl g Y
THYM Ugdl T 5|
For decades, physicians have prescribed medications based on population averages,
essentially conducting a trial-and-error experiment with eacl &%?tlent

! 9, fafdrere! 3 S ofid & SR W gand fordl 8, 8k Ja ©u § ud®
RIS & T TE-US-TR YT fHar |

Today, pharmacogenomics is rewriting this script by revealing how our genes
influence drug response, transforming medication prescribing from guesswork to

precision
39 UREXT &I 9 381 &, U8 fa@Td gU [ gAR i gar
uﬁlﬁmﬁﬁumﬁam% 3R gar FAuRor &1 3AH @ e H 9ed w13

Pharmacogenomics examines how genetic variations affect an individual's response
to medications, determining whether a drug will be effective, ineffective, or even

dangerous.

g 31eq9- Rl § [ 3aRe gRad farsht safaq &t gar ufafsar
®! Y YHIFAd B €, 3R Tg 0T HRd § [P dl THTA, SHTHTA T WRAD g |
Mostly, this variability arises from differences in drug-metabolising enzymes,
particularly the cytochrome P450 (CYP) family, which processes about 75% of
common medicines.

Ig fafaudr To1 ¥ 9 gar-AerarargioiT Torgd [axivax |rgelsid P450 (CYP)
TRAR & SR T I KT &, S T 75% T Sarsft & TR &Rl g
Genetic variations in these enzymes create different metaboliser phenotypes —

“poor metaboliser” may accumulate toxic drug levels; “ultrarapid metaboliser” may
receive no therapeutic benefit.

31 UogAl § SMaRies fafderamd srert-srent Aeratarser fhersy st § —

‘SR Aeaiemger’ § &dT &1 [quIad TR S 1 Jadl o; “SeeRiUS Aelaieger” &
D3 Faforeita oy =gt fBrd |

About 90% of people carry at least one actionable pharmacogenetic variant.

AU 90% ST HH A HH T fehamiid bHibeHice atte Tad g

Genetic factors contribute significantly to adverse drug reactions (ADRs), a leading
cause of hospitalisation and death in developed nations.

3TIARIs PR gorHTd gar ufafsparsii (ADRs) ¥ feayuf aie 3d §, ot fas i
=M A srearet | Yl 3R 7g & TR RN A A |

Real-world impact

aRafa® gi=ar | yua

Pharmacogenomics has begun delivering measurable gains in multiple medical fields.

3 % fafdre &=t & Ag=ia a1 e faan g1

Warfarin, a blood thinner with narrow therapeutic window, varies significantly due to
CYP2C9 and VKORC1 gene variants accounting for about 50% of dose variability.

, T Id-Udal - aTelt adl, T fafeia S ¥t 8, CYP2C9 $iR
VKORCH1 Gﬁﬂ%&@%Wwﬁaﬂwso%mm%l
Patients with certain variants may need only one-third of the standard dose.

FS aRTe aTat TS B Had Tb-faeTs AHS RIS S MaHhdT 81 bt g1
Pharmacogenomlc uided dosing improves outcomes and reduces bleeding risk.
TRTH TROMAT § GUR Al § 3R I9qTd ST HH Rl g

In cardiology, Clopidogrel needs CYP2C19 activation; CYP2C19*2 variant carriers
(25-30%) face higher cardiovascular risk.
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FIfsararet |, FAfUSHd 1 CYP2C19 Jfghaul =1fgl; CYP2C19*2 aRTe (25-30%)
I cufdTal o 31 geg SRk W 7
e CPIC 2022 guidelines recommend altermative drugs for CYP2C19 poor
metabolisers.

E}f:?::%c 2022 fa=m-fd=1 cYP2C19 FHEIR AeTadarser & fou dsfcud garsh &t qarg
|
e Psychiatry also benefits since many antidepressants and antipsychotics depend on
CYP2D6 and CYP2C19 metabolism.
TARNT &7 7 off Ay § i s TSIe ok TR SIfe s gant cYP2D6 3R
CYP2C19 R AR B
e Pre-emptive testing reduces ADRs and improves symptom control.
Ugd ¥ U MY S uRieor ADRs &8 &R § SR A&7 FRE0 S8R dRd ¢
° Oncology is rapidly advancing under the pharmacogenomics lens.

& dgd dell I WIfd B IE B

www.patrioticias.in

The economic equation

e Genetic testing costs havg dropped from thousands of dollars to $200-500 today.
ST URT0T Y AT BRI STeR ¥ UedR 3TN $200-500 38 TS B |
o Genetic-guided prescriptions are cost-effective in many chronic diseases.

3aRe-FERE gar Fufor w2 R Sfial § anrd-gurd 8|

e Preventing one serious ADR can offset testing costs for multiple patients.

TP TTHR ADR T 3 ARSI & TG0 W bt HRUTS R Gohdl 5 |

Implementation challenges

o A 2023 review identified lack of provider knowledge as the primary barrier.

2023 B! THET = TWTRABIHA Bt ATHHRT Bt HHI DI T T4 T
e Most clinicians lack training to order or interpret phannacogenomlc tests.

ST fafdrcan! & UTH TTHID ST UIET S a1 JHSH BT URI& a1 5|
. Electronlc health records lack decision-support tools for integrating genetic data.

3 WA Rpis 1 S ST THIdd B o forg Fufg-wqdT Iuaull &t St
I
e Insurance reimpursement is inconsistent.
i ufagfd erima B
e FDA drug labels contain pharmacogenomic information but vary in usefulness.
FDA &al a9d § IH®RI gid § Ao 311 SUTIIAT S-SR gIcil ¢ |

e  Cultural and institutional resistance slows adoption.

RGP SR TRIFTA UfaRIY oM &1 i efedt v g

The path forward
3T BT I

e The future lies in pre-emptive testing, where genetic information is obtained before
medication is needed.
uﬁ&guﬁﬁu’lﬁauﬁ&mﬁ% ST Gal &1 AMARIHT I U8 g Si SIFBRT U Bt
EIcI

e Pharmacogenomics marks a shift from populations to individual-level, from reactive
to proactive, from trial-and-error to precision medicine.

SIS YT IUIR W Afed-&R 0, Ufafsharare 9 afsha, 3R
TRT-US-TR ¥ 9l e o1 3R td 9gad g
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e The prescription is written in our genes; we are now learning how to read it.

o gHR SiF H ol ©; B 3fd 53 Ue Wi 38 &

What is Acanthosis nigricans and how it may be
a Waming sign for prediabetes and diabetes?

Abhishek Kulkarni J confirm underlying causes. not mean that your skin is
Treatment and outcomes dirty or dark. It can affect
Acanthosis nigricans (AN) is depend on the underlying any skin type and colour. If
a skin condition cause. In most cases related you have AN, consult your
characterised by dark, to obesity or insulin doctor for lab testing and
velvety patches on skin folds. resistance, improving possibly imaging studies, to
While it can occur due to metabolic health can help rule out serious illnesses,
various reasons, it is strongly lighten the skin and to evaluate for
linked to insulin resistance, discoloration. People with prediabetes or diabetes,
which makes it an important obesity may be encouraged which remain the most
early, warning sign for to lose weight by making common underlying causes.
prediabetes and diabetes. dietary modifications and Identifying AN early gives
For many individuals, AN is lifestyle changes. both children and adults a
one of the first visible clues Medications for insulin chance to detect prediabetes
that the body is struggling to resistance and/or obesity or diabetes before
regulate blood sugar levels. The condition can manifest behind the neck, underarms, under the may be used along with complications set in.
Acanthosis nigricans can breasts, the groin or the elbows and behind the knees. GETTY IMAGES dietary and lifestyle With timely evaluation,
manifest in skin folds and modifications if the case lifestyle corrections and
creases such as behind the presence of AN is often resistance, the darkening profile mandates the same. treatment of the underlying
neck, underarms, under the considered a clinical marker often progresses fast. cause, most people can
breasts, the groin, even the of rising diabetes risk. Acanthosis nigricans is Treatment options reverse or significantly
elbows or behind the knees The skin changes typically detected during a The use of prescription improve AN. Paying attention
as dark, thick, rough or associated with AN do not clinical examination. creams to lighten or soften to subtle skin changes is
velvety skin patches. The appear overnight, but Because of its strong the affected areas, therefore an important step
causes for AN can be obesity, | develop gradually over the association with metabolic antibacterial soaps for gentle | towards protecting long term
insulin resistance, metabolic | course of several months. disorders, your doctor may cleansing, topical antibiotic health.
syndrome, diabetes mellitus The affected skin may recommend blood tests to cream, and laser therapy can (Dr. Abhishek Kulkarni,
and extremely rarely, in sometimes be itchy or emita | check for blood sugar levels, also help with the reduction consultant, paediatric
melanomas, stomach or liver | foul odour along with insulin levels, a lipid profile, of pigmentation once the Endocrinology, Narayana
malignancies. In children hyperpigmentation. When and other metabolic primary cause is addressed. Health, SRCC, Children’s
and young adults, the associated with insulin parameters to detect and Acanthosis nigricans does | Hospital, Mumbai)

What are Acanthosis nigricans and how it may be a warning sign for
prediabetes and diabetes?

TSI ArERe=T =1 8 iR g Memfade ved srafadis &1 dama-t dod »a

Bl ghar g7
o What are Acanthosis nigricans and how it may be a waming sign for prediabetes and
diabetes?
ﬁ@mw%mwm@mmmmﬁa
Hhdl 87

e Acanthosis nigricans (AN) is a skin condition characterised by dark, velvety patches
on skin folds.
TSR TERHT (AN) T @ & RS §, foraet ugar o= # Riade) iR #1a,
TET ysst 9 gl g

o While it can occur due to various reasons, it is strongly linked to insulin resistance,
which makes it an important early warning sign for prediabetes and diabetes.

Ig s HRUN A g1 Gbdl §, Al T8

ST YRR 2 TeNE @ g9l A €, 1 59

mmmmww,w%mmm%

¢ For many individuals, AN is one of the first visible clues that the body is struggling to
regulate blood sugar levels.

ﬁ?ﬁéﬁ%ﬁlﬁ,ANWmmwﬁﬁﬁamﬁMmmmm@
THT & |
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e Acanthosis nigricans can manifest in skin folds and creases such as behind the neck,
underarms, under the breasts, the groin, even the elbows or behind the knees as
dark, thick, rough or velvety skin patches.

TR A HIE= T & U1, S B, Wl & A, St ¥, 3R gsi @ b dea
el % T B, T, W a1 T @l w0 § REk 2 e 2

e The causes for AN can be obesity, insulin resistance, metabolic syndrome, diabetes

mellitus and extremely rarely, in melanomas, stomach or liver malignancies.

AN & BRI HeTar, SR IR, ersiies Righ, Srafidtst Afted 3k sga &
ooy Tl & AT, Ue 7 dioR HER & T B
¢ In children and young adults, the presence of AN is often considered a clinical marker
of nsm diabetes risk.
@%?gaTawﬁrﬁAN P! Sgd SANIS SIRGH HT AeIHd Jdhdd HHT Sl 5 |

e The skin changes associated with AN do not appear overnight, but develop gradually
over the course of several months.

AN ¥ T} a1 & 95aA1d S/ ol MTd, dfew o Helql # dR-4R 9w g1d €1

o The affected skin may sometimes be itchy or emit a foul odour along with
hyperpigmentation.
gmﬁawﬁmﬁiﬁlﬁ@ﬁmaﬂq&w&—cﬂ% 1 B BRI off 9 Gdhar

|

o When associated with insulin resistance, the darkening often progresses fast.
2o PR B TR T BT HIal USHT SR ol § 9gaT 3|

. Acanth03|s nigricans are typlcally detected durl a clinical examination.

R fafdeta UgaH B AT 5|

o Because of its strong association with metabollc disorders, your doctor may
recommend blood tests to check for blood sugar levels, insulin levels, a lipid profile,
and other metabolic parameters to detect and confirm underlying causes.

Jfor a5 Aeraiferd BRI ¥ TERTs I I81 &, 3U Slaek 8 YR, 3gfor W, fafis
uﬁwﬁvmﬁaﬁmﬁaﬁmaﬁw%mﬁ%l

Treatment and outcomes
SUER 3% ufyomH

e Treatment and outcomes depend on the underlying cause.
IUAR 3R RO Jd HRU R [k #vd B

e In most cases related to obesity or insulin resistance, improving metabolic health can
help Ilghten the skin d|scolorat|on

AT 1 SO IR aTat ST ATad! § Herdiad Wl 8 YR @dl & HIou-
® HH B IH A5 |

o People with obesity may be encouraged to lose weight by making dietary
modifications and lifestyle changes.

HIeTd I ATl 1 3R & dedTd 3R SiaRie YR dXeb aoid &l I+ & g
TR d fodT o ad & |

e Medications for insulin resistance and/or obesity may be used along with dietary and
lifestyle modifications if the case profile mandates the same.

e SHTTIH g1 ot SYfe Yo SR/AT HIeTd &1 Tarsal SHER 3R ShaRia uRad-i
& I TR BT S et & |

Treatment options

SR faee

e The use of prescription creams to lighten or soften the affected areas, antibacterial
soaps for gentle cleansing, topical antibiotic cream, and laser therapy can also help
with the reduction of pigmentation once the primary cause is addressed.

frem wim, TewRiRad TgH, Sified tariiesd B 3R dor R} mrufirs
W%W%W?ﬂﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁﬁmmm%
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e Acanthosis nigricans does not mean that your skin is dirty or dark. It can affect any
skin type and colour.

ARG BT Hdd T8 g1 b HMUD! T et A1 HIeil 5 | Tg fovedt oft
THR AR T B gUIId HR THhal 5|
o If you have AN, consult your doctor for lab testing and possibly imaging studies, to

rule out serious illnesses, and to evaluate for prediabetes or diabetes, which remain
the most common underlying causes.

gfe; 3T AN 8, @ TR Fial &1 TR 3R tierafadis a1 Srafsdi &1 srdhar
FXA & g Saer I 19 <X 3IR FHIA: SARHT WSl X & g o

¢ Identifying AN early gives both children and adults a chance to detect prediabetes or
diabetes before complications set in.

AN &1 STeg! UG et 3R aa%h] giHl ol Siicadd S 8 4 Ugd HIS/faciat a1
STSCIS BT TdT T BT SawR el ¢

¢ With timely evaluation, lifestyle corrections and treatment of the underlying cause,
most people can reverse or significantly improve AN.
T TR G, Sia-Riel GUR 3R Jd HRUT & IUIR F ABR AN AN B Ide
T HTH! 8¢ dPb YUR JHd g |

e Paying attention to subtle skin changes is therefore an important step towards
protecting long term health.

sﬂmwzﬁ&ﬂqﬁaﬁmwﬁﬁmwﬁﬁwaﬁmﬂﬁw
G
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At COP, India seeks ‘just
transition mechanism’

India says finance to adapt to climate change is an ‘essential investment’; Environment Minister

Bhupender Yadav emphasises the need for country-specific sustainable development pathways

Jacob Koshy
BELEM

ndia, in tandem with
l a group of developing

countries, has asked
for the establishment of a
‘just transition mechan-
ism’, a day before talks at
the ongoing climate sum-
mit are expected to con-
clude. It has stressed that
finance for adapting to cli-
mate change was not an
“optional add-on” but an
“essential  investment”
and that, currently, it was
inadequately funded for
the latter.

Established at COP27
(in 2022) and operational-
ised at COP28 (in 2023),
the so-called Just Transi-
tion Work Programme is
intended as a dedicated
forum to create jobs for
those who currently work
in fossil fuel-dependent
industries towards liveli-
hoods in renewable ener-
gy sectors.

“Just transition neces-
sarily includes strengthen-
ing resilience and adap-
tive capacity, creating
employment, protecting
livelihoods, eradicating
poverty, ensuring food se-
curity, and providing so-

3

L
Bhupender Yadav said that countries must be given the flexibility to
define and measure progress on climate action. @BYADAVBJP/X

Just Transition Work

Programme aims to
create livelihoods in

renewable energy
sectors

cial protection. Countries
must be able to design and
implement their own sus-
tainable development
pathways consistent with
their national priorities
and circumstances,” Envi-
ronment Minister, Bhupen-
der Yadav, said in a state-
ment, on Thursday.

He said that a future
‘Global Goal on Adapta-
tion’, envisaged as a sys-

tem of metrics to define
countries’ ability buffer
against the havoc already
wreaked by climate
change, should be “coun-
try-driven and nationally
determined and that coun-
tries ought to be given the
flexibility to define and
measure progress using na-
tional systems, capacities,
and data realities.”

These statements come
even as uncertainty re-
mains on whether the COP
Presidency, led by Brazil
senior diplomat Andrei La-
go, will succeed in getting
countries to agree on a
broad political statement -
called a cover text - that

At COP, India seeks ‘just transition mechanism’

COP H, HIRG A wI¥e iR ABFAST &t 7T ot

o At COP_, India seeks ‘qut transition mechan_ism’
COP #, YRd A TRe I Ab e &t JiiT o

¢ India says finance to adapt to climate change is an ‘essential investment’;

Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav emphasises the need for country-specific
sustainable development pathways

will headline the main con-
sensus points that coun-
tries have been debating in
Belem.

Divisions continue to re-
main, primarily on wheth-
er developing countries
would agree to language
supporting a pathway or a
roadmap signalling the end
of the use of fossil fuel. On
the other hand, developed
countries resist language
that says they are mandat-
ed to provide low-cost fi-
nance to developing coun-
tries to help them achieve
these ends.

“Many Parties (coun-
tries) have highlighted
their differing starting
points and varied develop-
ment needs. This reinforc-
es the need for nationally
determined, demand-dri-
ven transition pathways,
rather than any uniform or
prescriptive  approach...
global equity must remain
central. Developing coun-
tries require sufficient poli-
cy space to bridge develop-
ment gaps, address
systemic  vulnerabilities,
and ensure the well-being
of their people according
to their stage of develop-
ment and national condi-
tions,” he added.
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YR Hgdl ¢ o Sarg URac- & 3G a & ford fad Ueh “smawaes fawr §; uaiaRon
T yUix gred A <¢x-fafRy Taa e antt ot sravadmdl )R ok far

India, in tandem with a group of developing countries, has asked for the
establishment of a ‘just transition mechanism’, a day before talks at the ongoing
climate summit are expected to conclude

URA A OHRRiTa =M & T TYg & A1 BaH: Id Xe Saarg RRRaR JHeH &t ardi
TH B 9 T faT ugd oI g ABT & RITAT I AN B 5
It has stressed that finance for adapting to climate change was not an “optional add-
on” but an “essential investment” and that, currently, it was inadequately funded for
the latter.

YR A OIR fea fas sraarg uRads & ergad /q fod “defee siie” 78! afch
“3TaRH AT B, 3R IaHH | I8 &7 uaid = J fuifa 21
Established at COP27 (2022) and operationalised at COP28 (2023), the so-called
Just Transition Work Programme is intended as a dedicated forum to create jobs
for those who currently work in fossil fuel-dependent industries towards livelihoods in
renewable energy sectors.

COP27 (2022) T RIUT 3R COP28 (2023) H AN WI¥E CifIR= adh WU &1 36T
SHaTRH-Se STTRT SERT H HTH PR Ig AR b AT TdiHuia Hai &3 H AR
Iiord B 8 T faRY e IR A1 8|
“Just transition necessarily includes strengthening resilience and adaptive capacity,
creating employment, protecting livelihoods, eradicating poverty, ensuring food
security, and providing social protection.

“TRE IR S{AaR] ¥ ¥ YA 3R SIHaA &Fdl BT Foigd BT, JASHIR o,
STT 381 RefT, TR I, el QR G T AR TR GREM WaT el
T FRaAT R
Countries must be able to design and implement their own sustainable development
pathways consistent with their national priorities and circumstances,” Environment
Minister Bhupender Yadav said in a statement, on Thursday.
3R B STt W TRt IR IR % ST ot W 3 T R A
TR 3R AN HRA H W&H g1 a1ey,” Tafaror #:ft yUs I1ed 3 AR &I U §aq §
Dol
He said that a future ‘Global Goal on Adaptation’, envisaged as a system of metrics
to define countries’ ability to buffer against the havoc already wreaked by climate
change, should be “country-driven and nationally determined”.

IR HET b Uiaw &1 Tetaa M T SR, m%&fﬁﬁmqﬁaﬁqﬁﬁ
&R B e BT & ) TR R FY AR YoTeh F =G A Heu A E B, 2w
R 3R BT =0 A Ry g arfeul
And that countries ought to be given the flexibility to define and measure progress
using national systems, capacities, and data realities.

3R SR I AP FUMCrd, &arsli 3R ST aRafddbarsii 1 IuIRT R Wi P
GRHIT T {10 &1 eeitera= fear s e
These statements come even as uncertainty remains on whether the COP
Presidency, led by Brazil senior diplomat Andrei Lago, will succeed in getting
countries to agree on a broad political statement — called a cover text — that will
headline the main consensus points that countries have been debating in Belem.

Y 99 q9 T § 919 T8 AT a1 g3 8 & sofia & aRy Aol 3ig ari &
Jqd acit COP 3{efdT S} Bl U ST IST1ieh ST — oY HaR S Bl Sl
§ — R YgHd B § GHdl g1 a1 AL
Divisions continue to remain, primarily on whether developing countries would agree
to language supporting a pathway or a roadmap signalling the end of the use of
fossil fuel.

HAaUe RARR g, TR 39 W b A1 [Ipra=ia 2 Siared $eM & ST & 3id &
3R Hapd e aTal ANT T ISHY BT T B |

On the other hand, developed countries resist language that says they are mandated
to provide low-cost finance to developing countries to help them achieve these
ends.
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T 3R, IRy A= 3 HIIal &1 fokiy BRd & o Pl § b 3= fasrereiiar axit
q&dt ) Tt 3 it faxiia Werrdt ve A & fore areg fasar mar |

e “Many Parties (countries) have highlighted their differing starting points and varied
development needs.

53 &l (3T = 310 fafdrer uRfre foigaf 3R aremr-aren fasrg SRevd! ol Jw@ifdhd
!

fepa 8

e This reinforces the need for nationally determined, demand-driven transition

pathways, rather than any uniform or prescriptive approach... global equity must

in central.
r%%e%mmmaﬁmmwaﬁm,m@nmw
AN 1 SHTRADBT B! Holgd BT 6... afYP JUHET &g § g1 Afeu|

e Developing countries require sufficient policy space to bridge development gaps, address
systemic vulnerabilities, and ensure the well-being of their people according to their stage of
development and national conditions,” he added.

3R TN P HeTuT Bl 3% I TR SR AT uRFRUfT & SR G o= & fag
Tyt fenTa Saaaar &t Saaear g l”

Is air pollution a South Asian crisis?

What was the 2024 India-Pakistan Smog? How has air pollution become rampant across the South Asian region? What does the Greenpeace 2023 World Air

Quality Report state? How do deteriorating AQI levels affect India economically? What should be the way ahead?

S ——

EXPLAINER

Dev Nath Pathak
Vibha Bharadwaj

The story so far:
elhi is in the spotlight once
again for its consistently
deteriorating AQI levels. And
like every year there has only
been a knee-jerk reaction to the problem,
rather than a sustainable solution. The
C i 1 for Air Quality
has gradually switched from stage 1and 2
to stage 3 of the Graded Response Action
Plan, and advisories have been issued for
citizens who battle serious health risks.
However, there is a dire need to
understand the collusion of natural and
man-made reasons for air pollution, for
Delhi’s air pollution crisis goes beyond
India’s sovereign borders.

‘What is happening in South Asia?

In November 2024, eastern and northern
Pakistan and north India faced a severe
pollution event that came to be known as
the 2024 India-Pakistan Smog’. Lahore
and Delhi virtually competed on the scale
of the most polluted city with the highest
AQI reading globally. ‘Brown clouds’
formed in swathes over the cities
distinctly visible in satellite images. While
Lahore was faced with the worst AQI,
Delhi’s air gradually deteriorated due to a
shift in wind patterns that carried
pollutants across borders and within the
region. Now in 2025, Delhi is once again
followed by Lahore. The Dawn from
Karachi reported that local pollution and
smoke drifted in from India due to
low-speed winds.

Bangladesh also has a significant share
in the air pollution crisis. Dhaka is
witnessing worsening AQI in the range
from moderate to very poor during the
winter season, as reported by the US.
thinktank Atlantic Council. Likewise in
the capital of Nepal, AQI remains
alarmingly high every year, between
moderate and unhealthy.

Not the only one: Commuters ride along a road amid dense smog in Lahore on October 30. AFP

What are the reasons?

The Greenpeace 2023 World Air Quality
Report underlined that poor air quality in
South Asia is due to anthropogenic
sources such as industrial and vehicular
emissions, and burning of solid fuel and
wastages. The shared air pollution across
the Indo-Gangetic Plain and beyond, with
tier-1 cities facing the consequences, can
be accounted by for factors such as the
fixed topography of the region. Although
separated by cartography, the regional
topography of South Asia causes fixed
ventilation of natural air and dispersal of
pollutants. A trans-national and regional
haze surfaces due to the complex
composition of air particulates. Alongside
the natural geography, there is a
transnational and regional commonality —
the failure in managing such crises due to
abysmal political will.

The World Bank report on ‘Air
Pollution and Public Health in South Asia’
in 2023 informed that nine out of the
world’s 10 cities with the worst air
pollution are in South Asia. Sri Lanka,
Maldives and Bhutan are known to be
relatively less affected by transregional air
pollution in the region of South Asia. This
interplay of factors shows that mitigation
requires attention to not only short-term
solutions but also long-term strategies
that focus on strong decarbonisation
measures and structural reforms in
agricultural practices and industry
emissions across national borders.

Is this a crisis of development?

Air pollution is related to larger issues of
development and its adverse
consequences for the environment. A
‘World Bank study estimates that high AQI

levels in India results in about 3% of its
GDP being spent on healthcare and lost
labour capital. The Lancet Health Journal
highlighted that in 2019 India’s GDP
reduced by 1.36% due to premature
morbidity and mortality as a result of air
pollution. A steep rise in the sale of
automobile vehicles, lack of public
transport, negligible support for
non-vehicular mobility, and building
concrete structures at the expense of
urban greenery are some of the reasons
which lead to deteriorating air quality. A
2023 UNEP report shows how current
patterns of consumption and production
are driving climate change, which in turn
drives the air pollution crisis. Thus, the
World Health Organization (WHO)
accurately recognises that air quality
significantly affects life expectancy, public
health, economic productivity, and
environmental justice. These sordid AQI
figures are the result of poorly thought-
out development. The consequences are
visible not only in north India. Experts
warn of worsening air in Mumbai and
other cities on the southeast coast.

What next?

A more nuanced model of governance
with strong political will to curb the
sources of the crisis; a caring human
development model addressing the needs
of the working class and farmers; and a

more regionally informed model are some

of the imperatives needed to find
sustainable solutions.

A recent study by IIT Bhubaneshwar
highlighted the importance of a broader
regional airshed scale management
strategy to tackle air pollution, rather
than merely addressing the issue in
piecemeal.

Only with stronger policies that involve
varied stakeholders from across borders
and states, can one evolve a
meteorological mindset to uproot the
sources of air pollution.

Dev Nath Pathak is associate dean,
faculty of social sciences at South Asian
University. Vibha Bharadwaj is a research
scholar at Christ University, Bangalore.

THE GIS'

v

In November 202:
northern Pakistar
India faced a sewe
event that came 1
as the ‘2024 India
Smog’.

v

The Greenpeace :
Quality Report ur
poor air quality ir
due to anthropog
such as industrial
emissions, and bt
fuel and wastage:

v

The Lancet Healt
highlighted that i
GDP reduced by 1
premature morbi
mortality as a res
pollution.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Id : info@patrioticias.in

Ema

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page5 1


https://t.me/patrioticIAS
https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticIAS

www.patrioticias.in

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: https://www.youtube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

YRT B A UTA 3R Tl Hi, FHHT SUIAT §3MT ARF

India’s fisheries and aquaculture, its promising course

YR B T TTe 3R STeid HiY, THBT SUAT g3 ARt

Fisheries and aquaculture are among India’s fastest-growing food-producing sectors,
playing a vital role in livelihoods, nutrition, and trade.

TR UTeH 3R el $iY HRA & Tad doll § 95 TE-3dTeH aaff 1§ 8, 5 Sofifaar,
TIv0T 3R TR H Ayl YffeT Ay €1

Over the decades, India has withessed remarkable growth in aquatic food production
that is driven by technological innovation, institutional support and proactive policy
measures.

ERIH! H, YR 3 ST W IdTe § STera-ig gig ol 8, O da-iie! TamiR,
TemTd gade 3R Tftha Hifd Iura 3 om sern B

Yet, the sector faces critical challenges. Overfishing, habitat degradation, water
pollution and climate change are straining aquatic ecosystems.

i 1R, I% &= Teayuf [ ST T PR 38T 3 | 3HfA-Hell UhsT, 3Ma B9, Sd
TGN 3R STaarg gRac- siad miRfRUfded 7 IR ga1d 19 36 & |

Small-scale fishers and farmers often lack access to finance, technology and
markets, while poor traceability and inadequate post-harvest measures limit taping of
the best export and domestic market potential and compromise food security.

BIC TR & AGSHRI 3R fHam! & g9 {91, dh=iid IR SORI B B 5, e BRI
Sfaferet 3R sroaf waa-uya Sur fAafd SR TR SR &FaT &1 Hfid #d § 3R
T GR&M DI THIRAT v B |

On World Fisheries Day 2025 (November 21), the FAO calls for renewed
commitment to India’s Blue Revolution and supports the Government’s theme
“India’s Blue Transformation: Strengthening Value Addition in Seafood Exports”.

fay g fdaw 2025 (21 TGER) R FAO 7 YRd & & Rateq== & ufd T RR &
TfASGdl Bt AR ST 3R WBR St A &1 & crapioem: It vieH ot & qea
Faef geg HrAr &1 wHd= for|

India’s growth in fisheries and aquaculture

A UTeT 3R o6l $fY o URd &t gfex

According to the FAO SOFIA 2024, global capture fisheries produced 92.3 million
tonnes in 2022, while aquaculture reached a record 130.9 million tonnes valued at
$313 billion.

FAO SOFIA 2024 & 38R, 2022 H I H&R R &1 3T 92.3 e e
g1, Safd ST HiY 130.9 faferas e & Ravie TR W ugh, et sivd $313
faferaT 2t
India contributed 10.23 million tonnes, making it the world’s second-largest
aquaculture producer.

URA = 10.23 faferas e e fovan, fo a8 gfvram &1 gy wa g1 ool iy
IATGP d-T|
India’s aquatic food production rose from 2.44 million tonnes (1980s) to 17.54
million tonnes (2022-23).

YR PTG W IATG 1980 & GRIP & 2.44 fuferad e I dgdr 2022-23 H
17.54 fufera=r e g1
Aquaculture has emerged as a key driver of this growth, reflecting sectoral
modernisation through advanced technologies, infrastructure and institutional
support.

ST BN 59 gfG BT qoT IRb SHR SHRT &, Sl Id ddb1ehl, gl g 3R
HRINTA Ta & A1 & 87 SMYAdIHv0l & gl 5|

Agencies such as ICAR fisheries institutes, MPEDA, and National Fisheries
Development Board promoted innovation and best practices.
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ICAR 7RI R, MPEDA, 3IR BT A fdo¥ a1 A 7a/eR $fR Fatad wursif
&1 ggral fear g

The Coastal Aquaculture Authority regulated coastal aquaculture for environmental
compliance.

T STt BN WfRreRoT A gaiaRofiy e gAEd e & forg adla siaa $iy
&1 fafaftd faan

Private sector investment expanded from hatcheries to exports, strengthening the
value chain.

o &7 & fawr A gafal T dax afa ae foxar faran, S Jeg 3aer Aoied g3

The Blue Revolution and PMMSY ushered in transformation in production,
especially inland and brackish water aquaculture.

= fYaiegR Sk PMMSY 7 faRiy &0 ¥ ofdd=ia 3iR WR U & Jad $N 3§
gRadH ATl

Key reforms include vessel transponders, Kisan Credit Card inclusion, Matsya Seva
Kendras, Climate-Resilient Fishermen Villages Programme, and draft National
Fisheries Policy 2020.

TG GURT A 0 TRquieR, {6 thige oTe qHaRH, el ¥dT $g, STaarg-aia
HGSIRT TTid HRIGHH, 3R FHIGT AT 7o il 2020 A &

FAO’s support across India
YRd | FAO &1 90d+

FAO has been a long-standing partner in India’s fisheries and aquaculture joumney.
FAO YRd P! Ael 3R Sei1d $iY IET § o8 J9T F WIEIeR W8

The FAO began collaboration through the Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP),
supporting small-scale fishing technologies, sea safety and post-harvest
management.

FAO 7 STTTd & WIS! B1f%H (BOBP) & HIedH I TgdN L= fohar, oM 3ie 9um
D A dDHTh!, T YRET 3R HHd-UYTd Yae H gud

The BOBLME project strengthened conservation efforts and action against lllegal,
Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing.

BOBLME URAYSHT 3 TRefur yar 3R srae, 3rquf, 3w sif~afia (uu) ot
THSH & RAATD BRI B Holegd 1|

FAO is supporting a GEF-funded aquaculture project in Andhra Pradesh on
sustainable, climate-resilient aquaculture guided by GSA and EAA principles.

FAO i8] Te=T § GEF-Taffd STeitg Hf¥ ufkaisT gRT Idd, Siearg-ardie st
HY B 9graT S QT R, B GSA 3R EAA Rigidl grT Anfefia fbar s 1

FAQO’s Technical Cooperation Programme (TCP) helps strengthen fishing ports
such as Vanakbara and Jakhau to address environmental, social and economic
challenges.

FAO &1 dp-iTa! YgURT HRIHH (TCP) TR 3R SRATS, oY HJall §ee!
qaiaRufi, o SR e gl ¥ e &t &mdl UaH ol g

Focus on sustainability
Hdddl UR &1+

India’s fisheries and aquaculture are on a promising path but sustainability must
remain central.

YR B! A 3R ST HiY uiifd W g, AfdhT Taddr o) g H 99 381 1|
Priorities include science-based stock assessments, co-managed Monitoring
Control and Surveillance (MCS), controlling IUU fishing, and ecosystem-based
approaches.

WA arst & fas-3neTRd Wik Sidbe, Hg-Usitd MCS, IUU A& Udhe IR
forgaror, ofR uifRufae-sremia =R wnfia g1
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e Strengthening certification, traceability, digital tools and ensuring inclusivity for
smallholders will enhance competitiveness.

UHIH

' R

2ofaferd, fefoted Iuaur 3R Bie IaTes! o FHARIT ufawyf dgmf

e The FAO remains committed to supporting India’s journey toward sustainable aquatic

food systems, food and nutritional security, and reduced climate footprint.

FAO YRd ! Jdd SIcid WTef JUITeH, Wl 9 TNUT JR&fT, 3R Sarg WHId e & am
H1 YT IR & fore ufdes 2|

e |t aims to guide India’s Blue Revolution toward a resilient and inclusive future.

FAO & 38%4

BT Bl

YR &1 o fRategme

Why are stone quarries
expanding in Kerala?

What is M-sand? How has banning river sand mining led to expanding quarries across Kerala?

T.V. Padma

The story so far:
much-needed ban on river
sand mining in Kerala has
spurred stone quarrying. Many
of these quarries are located
near protected areas, according to a new
report from scientists in the State.

Why did Kerala ban river sand mining?
Kerala banned river sand mining in
January 2016 to protect its rivers and their
ecosystems from the degradation caused
by excessive extraction. After the ban,
M-sand, an artificial alternative produced
by crushing hard rock such as granite into
fine particles, quickly became a popular
alternative, leading to the rise in stone
quarrying. To assess the impact of the
mining ban, scientists from the National
Institute of Technology (NIT) Calicut
analysed the expansion of 72 quarries
they'd identified within 10 km of

protected areas. Using GIS and Google
Earth Pro, they compared the quarries’
average annual expansion three years
before the ban to their expansion in 2016,
immediately after the ban kicked in.

In a paper in The Extractive Industries
and Society, the team reported that in
2016 alone, the quarries expanded by
174% in area, with some more than
doubling in size. After comparing their
data with that from other parts of the
world, the researchers concluded that
more quarrying may spell trouble for the
region’s biodiversity.

Where are the quarries located?
“Unfortunately, a good number of these
quarries are near protected areas,”
George Varghese of NIT Calicut and one
of the study’s authors said. The team also
identified three quarries of particular
concern, all within 10 km of the Malabar
Wildlife Sanctuary in Kozhikode and
Wayanad districts. These quarries grew

232% in size in 2016 alone. Three more
quarries, within the buffer zone of the
Silent Valley National Park across the
Palakkad, Malappuram, and Nilgiris
districts, also doubled in size.

‘Why is sand-mining a problem?
The team’s paper sheds light on the
complexity of micro-level sand mining
and extractive activities on natural
resource trade flows, livelihood welfare
conundrums, and socioecological
systems, Matovu Baker, a research
associate at the National Taiwan Ocean
University in Keelung said. Dr. Baker, who
studied the effects of river sand mining at
Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham, said the
paper demonstrates “emerging
socioecological system trade-offs that are
less documented and could lead to blue
injustices,” a counter-movement focusing
on injustices to “small-scale fishing
communities in coastal areas”.

“The huge demand for M-sand has

Why are stone quarries expanding in Kerala?
BT | URR B T R 9¢ 61 82

e The much-needed ban on river sand mining in Kerala has spurred stone quarrying. Many of
these quarries are located near protected areas, according to a new report from scientists in

the State.

drastically increased the quarrying area
within a very short period,” Aznarul
Islam, associate professor at Aliah
University in Kolkata, said. Dr. Islam and
his colleagues have studied the
consequences of riverbed sand mining on
the Mayurakshi river in the 50 years
spanning 1970 to 2020. While sand
mining had a “mild impact” on the shape
of the river channel between 1970 and
2010, a phase of accelerated mining phase
2010-2020 “vehemently altered the
channel morphology,” he said. However,
“the strict ban on river sand mining [in
Kerala] increased the manufactured sand
mining at a rapid pace, which actually
reduced the quality of the ecosystem and
biota”, Dr. Islam said.

How is demand for sand changing?
India has been recording an
ever-increasing demand for river and
marine sand, especially at its major urban
centres, according to the India Rivers
Forum. The scope and severity of
consequences vary depending on several
on- and offsite mining activities, and
interactions between demand and supply,
Dr. Baker said. He highlighted the
example of Chavara village in Kerala's
Kollam district, where the removal of
sediments affected the migratory routes
of fish. There are several solutions, but
they have to be sustainable, per Dr. Baker.

T.V. Padma is a science journalist based
in New Delhi.

P! e 3R FHIARN Hfasy o1 ik Anfeffa

THE GIST

v

Kerala banned river sand
mining in January 2016 to
protect its rivers from the
degradation caused by
excessive extraction.

v

M-sand, an artificial alternative
produced by crushing hard
rock such as granite into fine
particles, quickly became a
popular alternative, leading to
the rise in stone quarrying.

v

“The huge demand for M-sand
has drastically increased the
quarrying area within a very
short period,” Aznarul Islam,
associate professor at Aliah
University in Kolkata, said.

A H T B I WA W TP eyl 3 TR B W ! ggral fear g1 3963 T b
W wRfard & & U fRyd €, 59 & el B U 3 Rl & 3aR|

What .is M-sand?
TH-AT |87

o Kerala banned river sand mining in January 2016 to protect its rivers and their ecosystems
from the degradation caused by excessive extraction.

P 7 AT 2016 H T B ¥ WA UR Ufaay TR d1fep AP gigT 4 Afeat 3R 37
yiRfRufaet &5 &1 s o1 9 |

o After the ban, M-sand, an artificial alternative produced by crushing hard rock such as granite
into fine particles, quickly became a popular alternative, leading to the rise in stone quarrying.

Ufdse & a1 TH-AS, S I3 O HoR URT B - HR dIR & o alell HHE X &, doil I
BT g3 3R TR & TeHl A 3G 83
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To assess the impact of the mining ban, scientists from the National Institute of Technology
(NIT) Calicut analysed the expansion of 72 quarries they’d identified within 10 km of
protected areas.

T UfAEY & UHTT BT b DR P foTT TASMTS S Preftebe & bt 3 10 fFH & iR
fRUd 72 Wl & UOR &1 fazawr fasan

Using GIS and Google Earth Pro, they compared the quarries’ average annual expansion
three years before the ban to their expansion in 2016, immediately after the ban kicked in.
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In a paper in The Extractive Industries and Society, the team reported that in 2016 alone, the
quarries expanded by 174% in area, with some more than doubling in size.
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After comparing their data with that from other parts of the world, the researchers concluded
that more quarrying may spell trouble for the region’s biodiversity.
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Where are the quarries located?
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“Unfortunately, a good number of these quarries are near protected areas,” George
Varghese of NIT Calicut and one of the study’s authors said.
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The team also identified three quarries of particular concem, all within 10 km of the Malabar
Wildlife Sanctuary in Kozhikode and Wayanad districts.
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These quarries grew 232% in size in 2016 alone.
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Three more quarries, within the buffer zone of the Silent Valley National Park across the
Palakkad, Malappuram and Nilgiris districts, also doubled in size.
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Why is sand-mining a problem‘?
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The team’s paper sheds light on the complexity of micro-level sand mining and extractive

activities on natural resource trade flows, livelihood welfare conundrums, and socioecological

systems, Matovu Baker said.
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Dr. Baker said the paper demonstrates “emerging socioecological system trade-offs that are

less documented and could lead to blue injustices,” a counter-movement focusing on

injustices to small-scale flshlng communmes
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“The huge demand for M-sand has drastically increased the quarrying area within a very

short period,” Aznarul Islam said.
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Dr. Islam reported that riverbed sand mining had a mild impact from 1970-2010, but the

accelerated mining phase 2010-2020 vehemently altered the channel morphology.
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e However, the strict ban on river sand mining in Kerala increased manufactured sand mining
ata rapld pace reducing ecosystem quallty and biota, he said.
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How is demand for sand changing?
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¢ India has been recording an ever-increasing demand for river and marine sand, especially at
its major urban centres, according to the India Rivers Forum.
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e The scope and severity of consequences vary depending on several on- and off-site mining
activities and interactions between demand and supply, Dr. Baker said.
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¢ He highlighted the example of Chavara village in Kerala’s Kollam district, where the removal
of sedlments affected the migratory routes of fish.
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e There are several solutions, but they have to be sustainable, per Dr. Baker.
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